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Iowa 
At 10 a.m. Thursday , the state was reporting 5,033 COVID-19-related deaths, an increase of 58 
deaths since the state's tally at 10 a.m. Wednesday, according to the state's website.  The state was 
reporting at 10 a.m. Thursday that there are 322,513 confirmed cases of coronavirus, an increase 
of 977 since 10 a.m. Wednesday.  The total number of people tested is 1,485,685, according to the 
state. Of the people who have tested positive, 290,012 have recovered. 
The daily numbers 
The latest data as of 10 a.m. Thursday, compared to 10 a.m. Wednesday: 

 Confirmed cases: 322,513, an increase 977 
 Deaths: 5,033, an increase of 58 
 Vaccine doses administered: 275,706 
 Individuals receiving first dose: 137,242 
 Individuals receiving second dose: 69,232* 
 Hospitalizations: 360, down from 382 
 Patients in ICU: 77, down from 86 
 Patients on ventilators: 31, down from 34 
 Total tested: 1,485,685 
 Total recovered: 290,012 

* Individuals who have received their second dose are not included in the first dose numbers. 
On Wednesday, 360 people were hospitalized in Iowa, down from 382 on Tuesday, according to the 
latest information available from the state. Hospitals admitted 54 patients, up from 58.  Also, there were 
77 patients in the ICU on Wednesday, down from 86 on Tuesday. There were 31 patients on ventilators, 
down from 34. Additionally, 47 nursing homes in Iowa were reporting outbreaks on Thursday , down 
from 48 on Wednesday. On Thursday, Iowa had administered 275,706 total doses to 262,719 Iowa 
residents. Of the doses administered, 154,163 were Moderna vaccinations while 121,543 were from 
Pfizer. As of Thursday, 137,242 people have had their first dose, with another 69,232 receiving their 
second dose.  Of Iowa's 99 counties, five had a 14-day positivity rate above 15% on Thursday. Polk 
County, the state's most populous, was at 11%.  Statewide, Iowa's 14-day positivity rate was 9.3% on 
Thursday. 

 

Washington, D.C. 



 The Biden Administration released a Fact Sheet on the additional steps announced on Tuesday to 

implement the President's National Strategy to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. These steps include 

increasing the vaccine supply to states, Tribes, and territories to 10.5 million doses nationwide and securing 

the equipment to extract a 6th dose from Pfizer’s vials, and increasing funding to jurisdictions to get vaccines 

into arms. President Biden also announced that starting on Feb. 11, the first phase of the federal pharmacy 

program will launch and select pharmacies nationwide will start offering vaccinations for their communities. 

 HHS and the White House COVID-19 response team have released the weekly state profile snapshot. The 

purpose of this report is to develop a shared understanding of the current status of the pandemic at the 

national, regional, state, and local levels. 

 First Lady Jill Biden and the President's chief medical advisor Dr. Tony Fauci joined top military officials 

today for a virtual town hall to urge serving military, veterans, and their families to get vaccinated. Gen. Mark 

Milley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and his nurse wife, Hollyanne Milley, also joined the town hall, 

which was co-organized by the Red Cross and Blue Star Families. 

 The FDA has scheduled a meeting of its Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee 

(VRBPAC) on Feb. 26 to discuss the request for EUA for a COVID-19 vaccine from Johnson and 

Johnson. The FDA intends to make background materials available to the public, including the meeting 

agenda and committee roster, no later than two business days prior to the meeting. 

 The House Committee on Energy and Commerce Republicans sent a letter to OMB requesting details on 

unspent funds from the last three COVID-19 supplementals. Specifically, they are requesting details on the 

$10.25 billion for testing and contact tracing and the recent $22 billion for testing, contact tracing, and 

vaccine distribution, and how much of both pots remain unspent by states. 

 To help explain the new Federal Retail Pharmacy Program for COVID-19 vaccination, the CDC created a 

helpful new webpage. 

 The CDC has published and updated a number of COVID-19 and vaccine materials and resources on 

its dashboard, and you can keep track of vaccinations here. Please continue to check these for information 

on things like recommended quarantine periods and return-to-work guidance. To highlight a few of the 

recent updates:  
o COVID-19 Vaccine FAQ 
o After You Travel 
o Returning to Work 
o Know Your Travel Risk 
o Community Mitigation 

 To stay up-to-date on your state’s vaccination plan and learn when the COVID-19 vaccine is available, 

select your state here: https://go.usa.gov/xASrP. 

 The FDA is revising the Letter of Authorization for COVID-19 convalescent plasma to limit the authorization 

to the use of high titer COVID-19 convalescent plasma only for the treatment of hospitalized patients with 

COVID-19 early in the disease course and to those hospitalized patients who have impaired humoral 

immunity and cannot produce an adequate antibody response. Plasma with low levels of antibodies has not 

been shown to be helpful in COVID-19. 

 The Fact Sheet for Health Care Providers has been updated to note, among other things, that transfusion of 

COVID-19 convalescent plasma in hospitalized patients late in the course of illness (e.g. following 



respiratory failure requiring intubation and mechanical ventilation) has not been associated with clinical 

benefit. 

 Today, Defense Sec. Lloyd Austin signed a memo that directs all individuals on military installations and all 

individuals performing official duties on behalf of the Department from any location other than the individual’s 

home, including outdoor shared spaces, to wear masks in accordance with the most current CDC 

guidelines.  

 The DoD has posted a new COVID-19 Travel Restrictions Installation Status Update. 

 The House Energy and Commerce Committee held two relevant subcommittee hearings this week. Memos 

are available upon request.   
o Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, Tuesday (2/2) at 11 AM, "No Time to Lose: 

Solutions to Increase COVID-19 Vaccinations in the States." 
o Subcommittee on Health, Wednesday (2/3) at 11 AM, "Road to Recovery: Ramping Up COVID-19 

Vaccines, Testing, and Medical Supply Chain." 

 Earlier this week, a group of Republican Senators released a framework for a $618 billion relief bill. An 

article comparing the GOP framework to President Biden's plan is here. For a more in-depth overview of the 

legislative landscape, please refer to Sierra Fuller's COVID-19 Legislative Update. 

 No new members of Congress have tested positive for COVID-19. It is still important to remember a couple 

of things when examining cases of COVID-19 in partially or fully vaccinated individuals:  
o Vaccines do not work instantly. The body still needs a few weeks to build up immunity after 

receiving a dose of a COVID-19 vaccine.  
o It's possible to be exposed to COVID-19 before receiving your vaccine, test negative, and then 

continue to develop the infection after the shot and show a positive result.  
o Vaccines for COVID-19 are being authorized by the FDA based on how well they keep you from 

getting severely ill or dying. This does not mean you cannot still become infected or infect others 

after being vaccinated. 

Updates from the States 

 Out of the cases under investigation detected by U.S. surveillance, there are 26,398,337 total cases and 

449,020 deaths. The CDC data closes out the day before reporting.  

 Reports of new cases have fallen by 30 percent in the last two weeks.   

 The country continues to average about 3,000 deaths a day, near peak levels. Georgia, South Carolina, 

Tennessee, and Virginia have reached seven-day death records this week. 

 Four of the five metro areas with the highest rates of recent cases are in Texas. Infections have been 

emerging at alarming levels around Eagle Pass, Laredo, Rio Grande City, and Midland. 

 Connecticut Gov. Ned Lamont (D) announced that the state has added a map on its Open Data portal 

indicating the COVID-19 vaccine distribution by town and city statewide.   

 Delaware Gov. John Carney (D) announced an expansion of Delaware’s COVID-19 vaccination program 

with a statewide focus on vaccinating Delawareans in underserved, minority communities. 

 Illinois has added a total of 41 new vaccination locations since Jan. 26 for a current total of 310 locations 

open to the public. The Illinois Department of Public Health is also now reporting county-level vaccine 



inventory data on its website. The data include the number of doses allocated by county, doses 

administered, and the number of people who are fully vaccinated. 

 Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly (D) announced the launch of the “Find My Vaccine” mapping tool, designed to help 

Kansans locate sites that are administering vaccines in their communities. 

 Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear (D) announced the federal COVID-19 team will increase Kentucky’s vaccine 

supply by an additional 5 percent. In total, the state’s supply will increase by 22 percent the week of Feb. 8 

compared with the week of Jan. 25. Additionally, Gov. Beshear and Kroger Health opened the state’s 

regional vaccination site at Alltech Arena at the Kentucky Horse Park in Fayette County. 

 Minnesota has ramped up its COVID-19 vaccination efforts and is now administering two times the number 

of shots given per day on average compared to last week. 

 Nevada’s Health Response Center issued new guidance permitting Emergency Medical Services personnel 

to administer the COVID-19 vaccine without having a vaccine endorsement. This guidance aligns with an 

emergency directive that is intended to broadly allow and encourage as many qualified medical services 

providers to administer COVID-19. 

 New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) announced that, because the federal government is increasing the 

states vaccine supply, localities can have the flexibility to add restaurant workers, taxi drivers, and 

developmentally disabled facilities to the 1B vaccine prioritization group. 

 New York corrections officials announced that people in prisons age 65 and older will be vaccinated after a 

coalition of advocacy groups sued Gov. Cuomo and the state’s top health official demanding that all of the 

roughly 50,000 incarcerated people in the state be immediately offered a vaccine. 

 North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper (D) called on K-12 school districts across the state to allow in-person 

instruction for all students. 

 Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson (R) announced that he will not extend the state's 11 PM curfew for bars and 

restaurants that serve alcohol. 

 Idaho Gov. Brad Little (R) moved the state into Stage 3 of his COVID-19 reopening plan. Under the new 

stage, gathering size caps will rise from 10 to 50 people. Sporting events, religious and political expression, 

education, and health care activities are exempt from the group size limits as long as organizers follow the 

Idaho State Board of Education COVID-19 safety guidelines. 

 Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb (R) announced school quarantine changes for students who have had close 

contact with someone who tested positive for COVID-19. The following changes go into effect Monday, Feb. 

8: rules no longer require quarantine or contact tracing if students and teachers remain at least 3 feet apart 

and are wearing a mask at all times in the classroom, but quarantine rules still apply to exposures that occur 

at lunch, athletics, band, or choir or any other school setting, or if teachers and students have removed their 

masks. 

 Montana Gov. Greg Gianforte (R) announced that he received federal approval to give 19,500 unused 

COVID-19 vaccine doses that were originally provided to CVS and Walgreens to vaccinate residents and 

staff in long-term care facilities to vulnerable Montanans. The redirection of the unused doses will allow 

nearly 10,000 more Montanans in Phase 1B to be fully vaccinated. 

 New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu (R) said the state will stop using the federal vaccination scheduling 

system in the next few weeks, before the next phase begins. 



 The Ohio Department of Health released the latest list of states on its COVID-19 travel advisory. Those 

entering Ohio after going to states reporting positivity rates of 15 percent or higher are advised to self-

quarantine for 14 days. 

 South Carolina Gov. Henry McMaster (R) announced that starting Monday, Feb. 8, any state resident 65 or 

older can get a COVID-19 vaccine, regardless of health status or preconditions. Utah Gov. Spencer Cox (R) 

also expanded vaccine eligibility to resident 65 or order beginning March 1. 

 Useful state data:  
o Use Johns Hopkins University’s COVID-19 U.S. map as a resource for media, policymakers, and 

communities to view a collection of critical public health data in one online destination and better 

understand and track the COVID-19 pandemic in populations both large and small across the 

country. NPR's map can also be used to monitor you state's heat wave.  
o NASHP has developed a COVID-19 State Action Center which serves as a state-level policy 

dashboard. Governing is also keeping a running tally of coronavirus news and impacts at the 

intersection of the health and economic crises in the states and localities. 
o This site from the Kaiser Family Foundation provides state-level information on cases/deaths, 

social distancing measures, health policy actions, and more. 
o This series of maps shows how states are responding to COVID-19. 

Science, Lifestyle, and Economy 

 More than 57.5 million doses of COVID-19 vaccines have been distributed across the U.S., and more than 

27.9 million people have received their first dose, according to CDC data. 

 Moderna is hoping to raise the number of doses in its vials to as many as 15 from the current 10 doses, a 

potential 50 percent increase. 

 Despite residents and workers in skilled nursing facilities (SNFs) being at increased risk for COVID-19, a 

recent MMWR article shows that, among 11,460 SNFs with at least one vaccination clinic conducted during 

the first month of the CDC Pharmacy Partnership for Long-Term Care Program, only 37.5 percent of staff 

members received at least one vaccine dose through the program. 

 Another MMWR study this week found American adults reported more problems with depression, new or 

increased substance use and suicidal thoughts during the COVID-19 pandemic, but even higher levels of 

Hispanic people reported these mental health issues. 

 In a recent study published in PNAS, participants who exhibited greater social distancing on a virtual 

behavior measure—simulations presenting graphical depictions of specific real-world scenarios, asking them 

to position themselves relative to others in the scene—were less likely to contract COVID-19 subsequently.  

 A single dose of the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine provides sustained protection against COVID-19 for at 

least three months and cuts transmission of the virus by two-thirds, according to a new study. 

 Mexico on Tuesday approved Russia’s Sputnik V COVID-19 vaccine for emergency use in the country, one 

of the worst hit by the pandemic, following the release of positive trial results. 

 GlaxoSmithKline and CureVac sign a $180 million deal to develop a next generation of COVID-19 vaccines 

targeting new emerging variants in the pandemic. 



 AstraZeneca and Oxford University are aiming to develop a next-generation vaccine to tackle new variants 

as early as by the autumn, a senior executive said. 

 Pfizer plans to deliver 200 million doses of its coronavirus vaccine to the U.S. by May, earlier than its initial 

forecast of July, according to slides published Tuesday by the company ahead of its fourth-quarter earnings 

call. 

 Pfizer expects to sell about $15 billion in coronavirus vaccine doses this year, the company announced in 

releasing its fourth-quarter earnings Tuesday. 

 To help combat vaccine misinformation and address lingering concerns that people have, corporate, 

nonprofit, and media leaders, including WebMD and Medscape, are joining a public service campaign called 

VaxFacts. Led by HealthGuard, the goal of the campaign is to provide facts and tools to help consumers 

make informed decisions about vaccines. 

 Australia’s economy is expected to recover to its pre-pandemic size by the middle of this year – six to 12 

months early – the Reserve Bank governor has revealed. 

 American Airlines is telling about 13,000 employees that they are at risk of furlough when a U.S. aid 

package for airline workers expires on Apr. 1, the company said on Wednesday. 

 The Netherlands has limited AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 vaccine to people aged under 65, despite the E.U. 

approving it for all ages. 

 Capt. Sir Tom Moore, 100, a World War 2 veteran who raised $45 million for the U.K.’s National Health 

Service, has died after being hospitalized for COVID-19. 

 A hotel in South Africa has introduced robots into its lobby to help reduce the risk of coronavirus infection. 

 Germany will not allow the Liverpool Football Club into the country to play a Champions League game at 

Leipzig on Feb. 16 because of border restrictions imposed over new COVID-19 variants. 

 Athletes will be tested at least once every four days as part of the International Olympic Committee’s quest 

to hold the Tokyo Games. 

 Spain’s bull-running festival held in the northern city of Pamplona has been cancelled for the second year in 

a row because of COVID-19. 

 The WHO keeps a running list of COVID-19 vaccine candidates, which you can view here. STAT News also 

has a resource tracking COVID-19 drugs and vaccines. The New York Times has a very helpful vaccine 

tracker as well, which you can view here. This AVAC pipeline tracker is great, too.  

 The Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security has an extensive list of commercial and lab-developed tests.  

 Continue to look at the NIH Office of Portfolio Analysis’s (OPA) expert-curated portfolio of COVID-19 

publications and preprints. The portfolio includes peer-reviewed articles from PubMed and preprints from 

medRxiv, bioRxiv, ChemRxiv, and arXiv. It is updated daily with the latest available data and enables users 

to explore and analyze the rapidly growing set of advances in COVID-19 research. 

International Affairs  

 Here is the most recent edition of the WHO's Weekly Epidemiological Update and here is the most recent 

edition of the WHO's Weekly Operational Update. 



 The Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI), Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, and the WHO, as 

co-leads of the COVAX initiative for equitable global access to COVID-19 vaccines, alongside key delivery 

partner UNICEF, published COVAX’s first interim distribution forecast. 

 Colombia’s capital, Bogota, lifted tough restrictions and a city-wide red alert against COVID-19 on 

Wednesday. 

 The number of patients hospitalized with COVID-19 in France is at its highest since November. 

 French president Emmanuel Macron said all French people who are willing to be vaccinated will be offered a 

vaccine by the end of summer. 

 Scotland’s youngest children, including all nursery and primary school students, will be allowed to go back to 

school starting Feb. 22. 

 Saudi Arabia suspended entry from 20 countries effective from 9 PM on Feb. 3. 

 Lockdown measures in the Netherlands, many of which have been in place since October, will remain in 

place until at least Mar. 2. 

 The German military has sent more than 20 doctors and nurses along with ventilators and hospital beds to 

Portugal, where a severe rise in cases has prompted several European nations to offer help. 

 The Palestinian Authority began vaccinating its health workers in the occupied West Bank against COVID-

19 after receiving doses from Israel. 

 WHO inspectors visited a laboratory in China’s Wuhan city on Wednesday. The inspection of the Wuhan 

virology institute, which conducts research on the world’s most dangerous diseases, will be one of the most-

watched stops on the team’s probe into the origins of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 The Danish government has announced plans to introduce a digital document with which people will be able 

to prove they have an up-to-date COVID-19 vaccine. 

 The Ukrainian government is preparing to end a nationwide lockdown and allow health authorities to relax 

restrictions in areas where COVID-19 infection levels are lower. 

 Spain has detected its second case of the COVID-19 variant first discovered in South Africa. 

 Denmark has seen an increase in the proportion of COVID-19 cases of the more transmissible variant, 

health authorities said, despite overall infection numbers falling in the country. 

 Ontario, Canada will resume in-person classes for primary and secondary students across all regions by 

Feb. 16, with most areas reopening on Feb. 8. 

 Kuwait will suspend entry for non-citizens for two weeks as of Feb. 7. 

 The Brazilian government announced Wednesday it was negotiating the purchase of 30 million coronavirus 

vaccine doses from Russia and India, after regulators made it easier for the treatments to win emergency 

use authorizations. 

 North Korea has requested COVID-19 vaccines and is expected to receive nearly 2 million doses, according 

to the Gavi vaccine alliance, part of the WHO-backed Covax program, although the isolated country has 

insisted it is virus-free. 

 Taiwan will get a share of 1.3 million COVID-19 vaccine shots produced by AstraZeneca from the Covax 

global vaccine program. 



 Qatar has reimposed restrictions on education, leisure, and business activities, including closing indoor 

swimming pools and theme parks and restricting restaurant capacities. 

 India has said it will continue to provide COVID-19 related humanitarian assistance to Myanmar despite a 

military coup which overthrew elected civilian leaders on Monday. 

 China is set to send 150,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine to Syria as aid. 

 Paraguay signed a contract with the Russian Direct Investment Fund to purchase the Sputnik V vaccine. 

 The WTO said on Thursday its COVAX initiative aims to start shipping nearly 90 million COVID-19 vaccine 

doses to Africa this month. 

 China will donate 100,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine to Congo Republic and forgive $13 million in public 

debt, its ambassador to the country said on Thursday. 

 The Cuban capital of Havana will implement a curfew of 9 PM on Friday evening. 

 The Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine has been provisionally approved for use in New Zealand, where the 

government will begin vaccinating frontline healthcare and border workers in the coming months. 

 Global Cases: 103,989,900     Total Deaths: 2,260,259 

Helpful Articles/Media 

 The Second COVID-19 Shot Is a Rude Reawakening for Immune Cells 

 From Science Magazine: How do the leading COVID-19 vaccines work? (video) 

 J&J one-dose Covid vaccine is 66% effective, a weapon but not a knockout punch 

 Domestic Violence Is a Pandemic Within the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 Comparing the Covid-19 vaccines developed by Pfizer, Moderna, and Johnson & Johnson 

 Here is the most recent COVIDView from CDC, a weekly summary and interpretation of key indicators that 

have been adapted to track the COVID-19 pandemic in the U.S.  

 The most recent COVID-19 Science Update from the CDC is here.  

 Moderna Increases COVID-19 Vaccine Shipments While Pfizer Lags Behind 

 Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Years of Potential Life Lost Attributable to COVID-19 in the United States: 

An Analysis of 45 States and the District of Columbia 

 Early Data Shows Striking Racial Disparities In Who's Getting The COVID-19 Vaccine 

 PBS Newshour: Fauci on the efficacy of new vaccines and preparing for coronavirus variants 

 This article quantifies pandemic fatigue.  

 Federal Data Reveal Which Hospitals Are Dangerously Full This Week. Is Yours? 

 Covid-19 vaccine basics: Why the rollout is so slow, who can get doses, and what about side effects 

 Allergic Reactions Including Anaphylaxis After Receipt of the First Dose of Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 

Vaccine 

 How Many Vaccine Shots Go to Waste? Several States Aren’t Counting. 

 Watch a JAMA interview and COVID-19 update with new CDC Director Rochelle Walensky here.  

 What we now know — and don’t know — about the coronavirus variants 



 Covid-19 deaths are the highest they’ve ever been — and the more infectious variants could make things 

much worse 

 FAQ about COVID-19 vaccines from the New England Journal of Medicine 

 Infectious Diseases Society of America Guidelines on the Treatment and Management of Patients with 

COVID-19 

 Vaccines were a chance to redeem failures in the U.S. coronavirus response. What went wrong? 

 The New Yorker: Deciding Who Should Be Vaccinated First 

 People with type 1 diabetes have a higher risk of dying from Covid-19. Why are they lower on CDC’s 

vaccine priority list? 

 The New England Journal of Medicine published their top COVID-19 stories of 2020:  
o 2019 Novel Coronavirus: First Reports Published 
o Clinical Characteristics of 2019 Novel Coronavirus Infection 
o Genomic Characterization of the 2019 Novel Coronavirus 
o Final ACTT-1: Remdesivir Results 
o Dexamethasone: First Drug Found to Reduce Mortality in People with COVID-19 
o Monoclonal Antibody Against SARS-CoV-2 
o mRNA: A New Vaccine Platform for a Novel Pathogen 
o Racial Disparities in COVID-19: Present from Diagnosis to Death 
o Risk Factors for Death from COVID-19 in a Cohort of 17 Million People 
o Excess Deaths in the U.S. from COVID-19 and Other Causes 

 Messonnier: The slow vaccine rollout should speed up ‘pretty massively’ in coming weeks 

 Decades of basic research paved the way for today’s ‘warp speed’ Covid-19 vaccines 

 A guide to vaccinology: from basic principles to new developments 

 The Danger of Assuming That Family Time Is Dispensable 

 Risk factors for severe illness and death in COVID-19: a systematic review and meta-analysis 

 Covid-19 Will Reduce US Life Expectancy at Birth by More Than One Year in 2020 

 COVID-19 Pandemic Underscores Importance of Investment in Public Health: 2012 National Academies 

Report Has Lasting Impact 

 Evidence of Long-Distance Droplet Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 by Direct Air Flow in a Restaurant in 

Korea 

 ‘There absolutely will be a black market’: How the rich and privileged can skip the line for Covid-19 vaccines 

 Divisions emerge among U.S. officials over when first Covid-19 vaccine doses will be available — and for 

whom 

 Distributing a COVID-19 Vaccine Across the U.S. - A Look at Key Issues 

 Nature: The COVID vaccine challenges that lie ahead /As positive results emerge at last, researchers must 

help the world to address vaccine hesitancy, supply logistics and pricing. 

 California Hospitalizations From COVID-19 Surging; ICUs May Be Overwhelmed In Weeks 

 So You Traveled Over Thanksgiving. Now What? 

 How U.S. Medical Schools Are Training a Post-Pandemic Generation of Doctors 



 Near Crisis, Some Hospitals Face Tough Decisions In Caring For Floods Of Patients 

 As COVID-19 Vaccine Nears, Employers Consider Making It Mandatory 

 Video replay -- NIH COVID-19 Scientific Interest Group: Ethical Quandaries in the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 Racial disparities in COVID-19 mortality are driven by unequal infection risks 

 Coronavirus Testing Has Gotten Better, But The U.S. Still Does Not Have Enough Tests 

 Data show hospitalized Covid-19 patients are surviving at higher rates, but surge in cases could roll back 

gains 

 60 Minutes video: "Post-acute COVID-19 Syndrome": COVID "long-haulers" suffering symptoms months 

after initial diagnosis  

 Listen to KHN's "What the Health?" podcast with Dr. Tony Fauci. This episode is titled, "What Would Dr. 

Fauci Do?" 

 COVID-19 vaccines that could report Phase III data before Moderna, Pfizer-BioNTech products become 

broadly available 

 What you need to know about the Moderna and Pfizer coronavirus vaccines 

 Persistence and Evolution of SARS-CoV-2 in an Immunocompromised Host  

 NIH Videocast: Ethical & Regulatory Aspects of Clinical Research Session 7: COVID 

 COVID Misinformation a Roadblock to Curbing Pandemic  

 Four reasons for encouragement based on Pfizer’s Covid-19 vaccine results 

 Covid-19, Ebola, and HIV — Leveraging Lessons to Maximize Impact 

 Advisers To CDC Debate How COVID-19 Vaccine Should Be Rolled Out 

 Association between SARS-CoV-2 infection, exposure risk and mental health among a cohort of essential 

retail workers in the USA 

 Will a small, long-shot U.S. company end up producing the best coronavirus vaccine? 

 Effect of Timing of and Adherence to Social Distancing Measures on COVID-19 Burden in the United States 

 From the NIH Record: What We’ve Learned About Coronavirus Pathophysiology 

 Reimagining America’s Infectious-Disease Defense 

 Researchers Find Doubts About COVID-19 Vaccine Among People Of Color 

 Understanding COVID-19 vaccine efficacy 

 Why Covid-19’s Impact on Health Is a Long-Term Worry 

 Long-term Health Consequences of COVID-19 

 Why people with diabetes are being hit so hard by Covid-19 

 Nearly Two-Thirds Of U.S. Households Struck By COVID-19 Face Financial Trouble 

 Structural Racism, Social Risk Factors, and Covid-19 — A Dangerous Convergence for Black Americans 

 Long-Haulers Are Redefining COVID-19 

 Vaccine Access and Hesitancy: The Public Health Importance of Vaccines 

 Johns Hopkins data capture. 

 Other tracking data here. 



Common Acronyms 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), World Health Organization (WHO), National Institutes of Health 
(NIH), Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), Department of 
Defense (DoD), Department of Homeland Security (DHS), U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Central Command 
(CENTCOM), Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS), Transportation Security Administration (TSA), Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), Assistant Secretary for 
Preparedness and Response (ASPR), Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA), U.S. 
Trade Representative (USTR), Childrens Health Insurance Program (CHIP), Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP), Emergency Use Authorization (EUA), Executive Order (EO), Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report 
(MMWR), New England Journal of Medicine (NEJM), Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee 
(VRBPAC), Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) 
 

 

 

From NYT's vaccine tracker. Updated 2.4.21.  

 



 

 

Cumulative totals of COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations, recovered, and deaths within the DoD. 

Source: https://www.defense.gov/explore/spotlight/coronavirus/   

 



 

 

WHO, 2.3.21  

 



 

 

(Updated 2.4.21 from CDC's platform.) 

For more information, visit CDC’s Novel Coronavirus 2019 website or the WHO's dashboard.  
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