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Iowa
At 10 a.m. Tuesday, the state was reporting 4,332 COVID-19-related deaths, an increase of eight
deaths since the state's tally at 10 a.m. Monday, according to the state's website. The state was
reporting at 10 a.m. Tuesday that there are 306,233 confirmed cases of coronavirus, an increase
of 954 since 10 a.m. Monday. The total number of people tested is 1,426,211, according to the state. Of
the people who have tested positive, 268,882 have recovered.
The daily numbers
The latest data as of 10 a.m. Tuesday, compared to 10 a.m. Monday:
 Confirmed cases: 306,233, an increase of 954
 Deaths: 4,332, an increase of 8
 Hospitalizations: 490, up from 483
 Patients in ICU: 85, up from 84
 Patients on ventilators: 36, down from 38
 Total tested: 1,426,211
 Total recovered: 268,882
On Monday, 490 people were hospitalized in Iowa, up from 483 on Sunday, according to the latest
information available from the state. Hospitals admitted 56 patients, down from 58. Also, there were
85 patients in the ICU on Monday, up from 84 on Sunday. There were 36 patients on ventilators, down
from 38. Of Iowa's 99 counties, 18 had a 14-day positivity rate above 15% on Tuesday. Another 58
counties were reporting between 10% and 15%. Polk County, the state's most populous, was at 14%.
Twenty-three counties were reporting below 10%. Statewide, Iowa's 14-day positivity rate was 12% on
Tuesday.
Washington, D.C.



President-elect Biden arrived in the nation’s capital Tuesday evening for a somber inauguration-eve
ceremony at the Lincoln Memorial, where 400 lights were illuminated along the perimeter of the reflecting
pool. Each one represented approximately 1,000 Americans who have died from COVID-19 during the
pandemic.



President Trump issued a proclamation Monday that would lift the current travel ban on people flying in from
Brazil and many European countries on Jan. 26., though travel from China and Iran would continue to be
blocked. President-elect Joe Biden has indicated he may rescind the proclamation.



A web-based COVID-19 outpatient treatment locator maintained by HHS is now available to assist health
care providers and patients in finding potential locations for treatment with monoclonal antibody
therapeutics. These medicines are authorized for emergency use in treating patients with mild or moderate
COVID-19 who are at high risk of developing severe symptoms and requiring hospitalization.



Here is the most recent COVIDView from CDC, a weekly summary and interpretation of key indicators that
have been adapted to track the COVID-19 pandemic in the U.S. The latest report shows weekly COVID-19associated hospitalization rates reached the highest point of the pandemic in December and remain high.
Rates have gone down recently, but are expected to go up as more data come in.



The most recent COVID-19 Science Update from the CDC is here.



The CDC has published and updated a significant number of COVID-19 and vaccine materials and
resources on its dashboard, and you can now also keep track of vaccinations here. Please continue to
check these for information on things like recommended quarantine periods and return-to-work guidance. To
highlight a few of the recent updates:



o

Long-Term Care Facilities COVID-19 Vaccination

o

COVIDTracer and COVIDTracer Advanced

o

Workplaces and Businesses

o

Operational Considerations for Schools

o

Alcohol and Substance Use

FDA Commissioner Stephen Hahn penned a new FDA Voices, Unleashing the Power of FDA Data to
Support COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution to Food and Agriculture Workers.



The FDA updated its “Investigational COVID-19 Convalescent Plasma” guidance and corresponding
webpage. The revisions provide recommendations regarding when individuals who have received an
investigational COVID-19 vaccine as a participant in a clinical trial, or received an authorized or licensed
COVID-19 vaccine, qualify as convalescent plasma donors. In addition, the agency has extended the period
of enforcement discretion described in the guidance.



The FDA created a new collaboration with the National Institute of Standards and Technology
(NIST) through a memorandum of understanding (MOU). This MOU is intended to increase U.S. medical
supply chain resilience and advanced domestic manufacturing of pharmaceuticals, biopharmaceuticals and
medical devices—including those necessary to fight the COVID-19 pandemic—through adoption of 21st
century manufacturing technologies. These include smart technologies, such as artificial intelligence and
machine learning, and emerging manufacturing processes.



As of today, 319 tests and sample collection devices are authorized by the FDA under emergency use
authorizations (EUAs). These include 237 molecular tests and sample collection devices, 69 antibody tests,
and 13 antigen tests. There are 32 molecular authorizations that can be used with home-collected samples.
There is one molecular prescription at-home test, one antigen prescription at-home test, and one over-thecounter (OTC) at-home antigen test.



Rep. Luis Correa (D-CA) is the most recent member of Congress to test positive for COVID-19.

Updates from the States



Out of the cases under investigation detected by U.S. surveillance, there are 23,653,919 total cases and
394,495 deaths. The CDC data closes out the day before reporting. Most major news sources are
reporting that the U.S. has surpassed 400,000 deaths and 24 million total cases.



The U.S. is currently averaging more than 3,300 new COVID-19 deaths per day. The country has recorded
more than 52,000 deaths from the disease just since the start of the month, which is approximately one
American death from COVID-19 every 30 seconds.



The U.S. accounts for nearly one of every five COVID-19 deaths reported worldwide.



There were 174,513 new cases of COVID-19 tallied in the U.S. on Sunday – the first time in two weeks the
country has recorded fewer than 200,000 newly confirmed infections.



The number of patients hospitalized with COVID-19 across the country dropped six percent over the last 10
days, reaching its lowest level since Jan. 2 on Sunday. Arizona, Nevada, and Alabama currently hold the
highest COVID-19 hospitalizations rates per million people in the country.



California has become the first state in the U.S. to record more than 3 million COVID-19 cases.



Public health officials in Maine said Tuesday that 4,400 doses of the Moderna coronavirus vaccine
exceeded the required temperature during their journey to 35 sites in the state. The sites have set the
vaccine doses aside and will receive replacement doses on Tuesday and Wednesday.



Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp (R) said the state has doubled the number of COVID-19 vaccinations
administered to residents for the second straight week.



Colorado Gov. Jared Polis (D) on Monday called on hospitals and vaccination partners to vaccinate nearly
40,000 people for the first time using stored-up second doses of both the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines.



New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio said Tuesday that the city is set to run out of vaccines by Thursday if the
state doesn’t receive more doses.



South Carolina Gov. Henry McMaster (R) on Monday said he may use his executive powers to end elective
surgeries in order to free up staff at the state’s major hospitals, so they can administer more doses of
COVID-19 vaccines to residents. Major hospitals had 78,500 unused doses as of Monday.



Idaho Gov. Brad Little (R) announced he will increase the number of available Idaho National Guard
personnel from 250 to 400 guardsmen later this week to aid the state’s vaccine distribution.



Gov. Little also announced Tuesday that the state will offer health care providers new grants to increase
staffing to administer shots, purchase needed equipment and supplies, and improve vaccine access for
hard-to-reach and vulnerable populations.



Nevada’s Health Response issued additional guidance to clarify a directive regarding who is qualified to be a
vaccinator in order to maximize the workforce available to administer COVID-19 vaccines.



Minnesota is making COVID-19 vaccines accessible to the general public for the first time, opening nine
sites as part of a pilot program where shots will be provided by appointment to people 65 or older, teachers,
and child care providers.



California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) announced the Safe Schools for All Hub, a one-stop-shop for information
about in-person instruction to increase transparency, accountability, and assistance regarding information on
planning for face-to-face schooling.



The Oregon Department of Education released new guidance for schools to reopen safely, recommending
that counties that maintain a positivity rate of less than 5 percent can offer fully in-person instruction.



Alaska Gov. Mike Dunleavy (R) extended a disaster declaration issued in response to the COVID-19
pandemic until Feb. 14.



Maine Gov. Janet Mills (D) on Tuesday extended a coronavirus state of civil emergency for another 30 days.



Utah Gov. Spencer J. Cox (R) ordered that the bells at the Utah State Capitol ring on Tuesday in honor of
the lives lost to COVID-19.



Useful state data:

o

Use Johns Hopkins University’s COVID-19 U.S. map as a resource for media, policymakers, and
communities to view a collection of critical public health data in one online destination and better
understand and track the COVID-19 pandemic in populations both large and small across the
country. NPR's map can also be used to monitor you state's heat wave.

o

NASHP has developed a COVID-19 State Action Center which serves as a state-level policy
dashboard. Governing is also keeping a running tally of coronavirus news and impacts at the
intersection of the health and economic crises in the states and localities.

o

This site from the Kaiser Family Foundation provides state-level information on cases/deaths,
social distancing measures, health policy actions, and more.

o

This series of maps shows how states are responding to COVID-19.

Science, Lifestyle, and Economy



More than 31 million doses of COVID-19 vaccines have been distributed across the U.S., and nearly 11
million people have received their first dose, according to CDC data updated as of Jan. 15.



COVID-19 vaccine coverage is twice as high among white people than it is among Black and Hispanic
people according to one recent analysis. At least 14 states publish vaccine administration data by race on
local dashboards or reports, and at least 13 states report it by ethnicity.



New York State is having a difficult time vaccinating nursing home workers who are opting out. As of
Monday, only about 37 percent of the more than 130,000 people working in “skilled nursing” facilities in the
state have been vaccinated, according to the governor’s office.



A new commentary co-authored by NIH's Dr. Tony Fauci and other leading NIAID scientists in the journal
Annals of Internal Medicine provides an overview of the seven COVID-19 vaccines furthest along in
development in the U.S. For each vaccine candidate, the authors describe the platform used, the current
stage of development, and the clinical trial results that have been reported or when results are expected.



The American Academy of Pediatrics and the Children’s Hospital Association found over 211,000 new
COVID-19 cases among kids last week – the highest number since the pandemic began, according to a
newly released report.



Widespread use of face masks in a community can significantly help prevent large outbreaks of COVID-19,
according to a study published Tuesday in The Lancet Digital Health. A 10 percent increase in self-reported
mask-wearing could lead to a three-fold increase in the odds of maintaining sufficient control over virus
transmission in a community, the study said.



Pfizer said shipments to Canada and the E.U. from its vaccine facility in Puurs, Belgium, will be temporarily
reduced as it scales up to produce two billion COVID-19 vaccine doses in 2021. The company said there will
be fluctuations in orders and shipping schedules from the facility in late January and early February.



Seventy-two tennis players who arrived ahead of the Australian Open, set to begin Feb. 8, have been
confined to their hotel rooms and prohibited from practicing as part of strict quarantine rules implemented
after passengers on their flights to the grand slam tournament tested positive for COVID-19. Two players
and one non-player associated with the tournament tested positive for COVID-19 on Monday.



Emirates Airlines and Etihad Airways said they have partnered with the International Air Transport
Association to trial IATA Travel Pass – a mobile app that serves as a “digital passport” to verify pre-travel
COVID-19 testing or vaccination status. Emirates Airlines said it plans to roll out the first phase to
passengers departing Dubai in April, and Etihad will first offer the travel pass on some flights out of Abu
Dhabi in the first quarter of 2021.



A Scottish woman who lived through two world wars and the 1918 flu pandemic has received her first dose
of coronavirus vaccine on her 108th birthday.



The 2021 New Orleans Jazz Fest has been postponed until October.



Boston’s St. Patrick’s Day parade has been canceled for the second year in a row.



The WHO keeps a running list of COVID-19 vaccine candidates, which you can view here. STAT News also
has a resource tracking COVID-19 drugs and vaccines. The New York Times has a very helpful vaccine
tracker as well, which you can view here. This AVAC pipeline tracker is great, too.



The Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security has an extensive list of commercial and lab-developed tests.



Continue to look at the NIH Office of Portfolio Analysis’s (OPA) expert-curated portfolio of COVID-19
publications and preprints. The portfolio includes peer-reviewed articles from PubMed and preprints from
medRxiv, bioRxiv, ChemRxiv, and arXiv. It is updated daily with the latest available data and enables users
to explore and analyze the rapidly growing set of advances in COVID-19 research.

International Affairs



Here is the most recent edition of the WHO's Weekly Epidemiological Update and here is the most recent
edition of the WHO's Weekly Operational Update.



WHO Director Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said Monday that the world is nearing a “catastrophic moral
failure” as wealthy countries control vaccine supplies that could leave poorer nations to struggle more with
curtailing the spread of COVID-19.



The European Commission said that the bloc’s 27 member states should aim to have at least 80 percent of
health care workers and citizens over the age of 80 vaccinated by March and at least 70 percent of the
whole population vaccinated by this summer.



An estimated one in eight people in England have already been infected with COVID-19, according to
antibody data from the U.K. Office for National Statistics.



Before the end of the month, London will open pilot COVID-19 vaccination sites that will be open 24 hours a
day, seven days a week.



The Americas reported more than 2.5 million new COVID-19 cases last week, more than half of all global
infections. I.C.U. capacity remains strained in parts of Peru, Brazil, and Ecuador, with some hospitals
reaching 90 percent capacity.



People aged 75 and over and those with high-risk conditions are eligible to receive a COVID-19 vaccine in
France starting Monday. Previously, only residents of nursing homes and medical staff aged 50 and over
were able to be vaccinated.



Denmark has announced it will include people experiencing homelessness among those given priority for
COVID-19 vaccines.



On Tuesday, Serbia launched a mass COVID-19 vaccination campaign and became the first European
country to use the Chinese-made Sinopharm vaccine.



Thai prime minister Prayuth Chan-ocha warned that his government would prosecute anyone who shares
false information about coronavirus vaccines on social or mass media.



Israel will extend its third national lockdown until at least Jan. 31. Most schools and nonessential businesses
were closed earlier this month for two weeks, with outdoor gatherings restricted to 10 people.



Germany is extending its national lockdown until Feb. 14, with new rules mandating the use of medical
masks, rather than fabric masks, in shops and on public transportation.



Some German states are planning guarded mandatory quarantine centers in places such as hospitals,
refugee centers, and youth detention centers for the very few who repeatedly disobey quarantine rules.



Scottish first minister Nicola Sturgeon said on Tuesday that the country’s lockdown will be extended to midFebruary, keeping schools closed and continuing to require people to stay at home for all but essential
purposes.



Rwanda announced new restrictions in the capital, Kigali, on Monday. Places of worship must close, public
transportation is shut down, travel between the capital and other parts of the country is banned, and all
workers other than those providing essential services must work from home. Businesses selling food,
medicine, fuel, or cleaning products may operate but must close by 6 PM.



Officials in Hong Kong said on Tuesday that current social distancing measures, which include a ban on
dine-in service after 6 PM, the suspension of in-person classes, and a ban on public gatherings of more than
two people, would be extended for at least another week.



Tanzania’s president John Magufuli urged farmers in the country to increase food production as he predicted
global shortages later this year due to pandemic lockdowns, especially in some of the largest food-producing
states.



Starting Jan. 26, everyone flying to New Zealand will have to show proof before departure that they have
tested negative for COVID-19, unless they are coming from Australia, Antarctica, or most Pacific islands.
Two weeks of quarantine continues to be mandatory for all travelers to the country, which last recorded a
locally transmitted case in November.



Global Cases: 94,124,612

Total Deaths: 2,034,527

Helpful Articles/Media



What we now know — and don’t know — about the coronavirus variants



Covid-19 deaths are the highest they’ve ever been — and the more infectious variants could make things
much worse



FAQ about COVID-19 vaccines from the New England Journal of Medicine



Infectious Diseases Society of America Guidelines on the Treatment and Management of Patients with
COVID-19



Vaccines were a chance to redeem failures in the U.S. coronavirus response. What went wrong?



The New Yorker: Deciding Who Should Be Vaccinated First



People with type 1 diabetes have a higher risk of dying from Covid-19. Why are they lower on CDC’s
vaccine priority list?



The New England Journal of Medicine published their top COVID-19 stories of 2020:

o

2019 Novel Coronavirus: First Reports Published

o

Clinical Characteristics of 2019 Novel Coronavirus Infection

o

Genomic Characterization of the 2019 Novel Coronavirus

o

Final ACTT-1: Remdesivir Results

o

Dexamethasone: First Drug Found to Reduce Mortality in People with COVID-19

o

Monoclonal Antibody Against SARS-CoV-2

o

mRNA: A New Vaccine Platform for a Novel Pathogen

o

Racial Disparities in COVID-19: Present from Diagnosis to Death

o

Risk Factors for Death from COVID-19 in a Cohort of 17 Million People

o

Excess Deaths in the U.S. from COVID-19 and Other Causes



Messonnier: The slow vaccine rollout should speed up ‘pretty massively’ in coming weeks



Decades of basic research paved the way for today’s ‘warp speed’ Covid-19 vaccines



A guide to vaccinology: from basic principles to new developments



The Danger of Assuming That Family Time Is Dispensable



Risk factors for severe illness and death in COVID-19: a systematic review and meta-analysis



Covid-19 Will Reduce US Life Expectancy at Birth by More Than One Year in 2020



COVID-19 Pandemic Underscores Importance of Investment in Public Health: 2012 National Academies
Report Has Lasting Impact



Evidence of Long-Distance Droplet Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 by Direct Air Flow in a Restaurant in
Korea



‘There absolutely will be a black market’: How the rich and privileged can skip the line for Covid-19 vaccines



Divisions emerge among U.S. officials over when first Covid-19 vaccine doses will be available — and for
whom



Distributing a COVID-19 Vaccine Across the U.S. - A Look at Key Issues



Nature: The COVID vaccine challenges that lie ahead /As positive results emerge at last, researchers must
help the world to address vaccine hesitancy, supply logistics and pricing.



California Hospitalizations From COVID-19 Surging; ICUs May Be Overwhelmed In Weeks



So You Traveled Over Thanksgiving. Now What?



How U.S. Medical Schools Are Training a Post-Pandemic Generation of Doctors



Near Crisis, Some Hospitals Face Tough Decisions In Caring For Floods Of Patients



As COVID-19 Vaccine Nears, Employers Consider Making It Mandatory



Video replay -- NIH COVID-19 Scientific Interest Group: Ethical Quandaries in the COVID-19 Pandemic



Racial disparities in COVID-19 mortality are driven by unequal infection risks



Coronavirus Testing Has Gotten Better, But The U.S. Still Does Not Have Enough Tests



Data show hospitalized Covid-19 patients are surviving at higher rates, but surge in cases could roll back
gains



60 Minutes video: "Post-acute COVID-19 Syndrome": COVID "long-haulers" suffering symptoms months
after initial diagnosis



Fauci on PBS News Hour: Thanksgiving gatherings will put families at risk.



Now comes the hardest part: Getting a coronavirus vaccine from loading dock to upper arm



Listen to KHN's "What the Health?" podcast with Dr. Tony Fauci. This episode is titled, "What Would Dr.
Fauci Do?"



Vaccinate Your Family had a conversation with the FDA about the vaccine approval process which you can
view here.



COVID-19 vaccines that could report Phase III data before Moderna, Pfizer-BioNTech products become
broadly available



More people are getting COVID-19 twice, suggesting immunity wanes quickly in some



What you need to know about the Moderna and Pfizer coronavirus vaccines



With strong data on two Covid-19 vaccines, we have more answers about the road ahead — and questions
too



60 Minutes did a session on OWS on Sunday evening



Persistence and Evolution of SARS-CoV-2 in an Immunocompromised Host



NIH Videocast: Ethical & Regulatory Aspects of Clinical Research Session 7: COVID



COVID Misinformation a Roadblock to Curbing Pandemic



Four reasons for encouragement based on Pfizer’s Covid-19 vaccine results



Covid-19, Ebola, and HIV — Leveraging Lessons to Maximize Impact



Advisers To CDC Debate How COVID-19 Vaccine Should Be Rolled Out



Association between SARS-CoV-2 infection, exposure risk and mental health among a cohort of essential
retail workers in the USA



Will a small, long-shot U.S. company end up producing the best coronavirus vaccine?



Effect of Timing of and Adherence to Social Distancing Measures on COVID-19 Burden in the United States



From the NIH Record: What We’ve Learned About Coronavirus Pathophysiology



Estimating risk of airborne COVID-19 with mask usage, social distancing



Airborne Transmission of COVID-19: Q&A with Jonathan Samet



Reimagining America’s Infectious-Disease Defense



Researchers Find Doubts About COVID-19 Vaccine Among People Of Color



Understanding COVID-19 vaccine efficacy



Why Covid-19’s Impact on Health Is a Long-Term Worry



Long-term Health Consequences of COVID-19



The pandemic poses risks for older doctors. Some are retiring early in response.



Why people with diabetes are being hit so hard by Covid-19



Delaying Pregnancy during a Public Health Crisis — Examining Public Health Recommendations for Covid19 and Beyond



Nearly Two-Thirds Of U.S. Households Struck By COVID-19 Face Financial Trouble



Structural Racism, Social Risk Factors, and Covid-19 — A Dangerous Convergence for Black Americans



Transmission of SARS-CoV-2: A Review of Viral, Host, and Environmental Factors



Disinfection dangers: How to avoid viruses without exposing yourself to toxics



The AstraZeneca/Oxford University Phase 3 COVID-19 Vaccine Trial – Why Was It Paused?



Assessing a novel, lab-free, point-of-care test for SARS-CoV-2 (CovidNudge): a diagnostic accuracy study



Some Urban Hospitals Face Closure Or Cutbacks As The Pandemic Adds To Fiscal Woes



As COVID-19 Vaccine Trials Move At Warp Speed, Recruiting Black Volunteers Takes Time



How a new way of parsing COVID-19 data began to show the breadth of health gaps between Blacks
and whites



SARS-CoV-2 Viral Load Predicts Mortality in Patients with and Without Cancer Who Are Hospitalized with
COVID-19



First COVID-19 Global Forecast: IHME Projects Three-Quarters of a Million Lives Could be Saved by
January 1



From Resolve to Save Lives- Promoting mask-wearing during the COVID-19 pandemic: A
POLICYMAKER’S GUIDE



Long-Haulers Are Redefining COVID-19



MMWR Weekly COVID-19 Briefing is a weekly podcast to update readers on the latest scientific information
from CDC’s COVID-19 response. In each episode, MMWR’s Editor-in-Chief, Dr. Charlotte Kent provides an
overview of the latest scientific information published in MMWR. New episodes are posted every Monday.
Listen to episodes here.



Vaccine Access and Hesitancy: The Public Health Importance of Vaccines



Johns Hopkins data capture.



Other tracking data here.

Common Acronyms
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), World Health Organization (WHO), National Institutes of Health
(NIH), Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), Department of
Defense (DoD), Department of Homeland Security (DHS), U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Central Command
(CENTCOM), Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
(CMS), Transportation Security Administration (TSA), Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), Assistant Secretary for
Preparedness and Response (ASPR), Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA), U.S.
Trade Representative (USTR), Childrens Health Insurance Program (CHIP), Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP), Emergency Use Authorization (EUA), Executive Order (EO), Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report
(MMWR), New England Journal of Medicine (NEJM), Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee
(VRBPAC), Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP)

From NYT's vaccine tracker. No updates since 1.14.21

Cumulative totals of COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations, recovered, and deaths within the DoD.
Source: https://www.defense.gov/explore/spotlight/coronavirus/

WHO, 1.19.21

(Updated 1.19.21 from CDC's platform.)
For more information, visit CDC’s Novel Coronavirus 2019 website or the WHO's dashboard.
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