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Iowa 
At 10 a.m. Thursday, the state was reporting 2,102 COVID-19-related deaths, an increase of 38 
deaths since the state's tally at 10 a.m. Wednesday, according to the 
state's Coronavirus.Iowa.gov website. The state was reporting at 10 a.m. Thursday that there are 
198,674 confirmed cases of coronavirus, an increase of 4,195 since 10 a.m. Wednesday.  The total 
number of people tested is 1,133,891, according to the state. Of the people who have tested positive, 
112,778 have recovered. 
 
The daily numbers 
The latest data as of 10 a.m. Thursday, compared to 10 a.m. Wednesday: 

 Confirmed cases: 198,674, an increase of 4,195 
 Deaths: 2,102, an increase of 38 
 Hospitalizations: 1,516, down from 1,527 
 Patients in ICU: 286, up from 283 
 Patients on ventilators: 135, up from 134 
 Total tested: 1,133,891 
 Total recovered: 112,778 

On Wednesday, 1,516 people were hospitalized in Iowa, down from 1,527 on Tuesday. Hospitals 
admitted 233 patients, down from 234. The state updates its website each evening with that day's 
hospitalization data. 
Also, there were 286 patients in the ICU, up from 283 the day prior. There were 135 patients on 
ventilators, up from 134 the day prior. On Thursday, the state was reporting 17.5% positive since the 
pandemic started. Iowa's 14-day average was 22.1% positive, according to the state. Of Iowa's 99 
counties, 93 had a 14-day positivity rate above 15% on Thursday. Another five counties were reporting 
between 10% and 15%. Polk County, the state's most populous, was at 19.8%. Only Ringgold County was 
reporting below 10%. 

 

Washington, D.C. 

 The CDC is strongly urging Americans to stay home and avoid traveling for the Thanksgiving holiday. 

They've offered some tips for mitigating risks at Thanksgiving here.  



 Reps. Doug Lamborn (R-CO), Ed Perlmutter (D-CO), and Dan Newhouse (R-WA), and Sen. Chuck 

Grassley (R-IA) have all tested positive for COVID-19 since Tuesday. 

 The FDA issued an EUA for the first COVID-19 diagnostic test for self-testing at home and that provides 

rapid results. The Lucira COVID-19 All-In-One Test Kit is a molecular, single use test that is intended to 

detect SARS-CoV-2 (the virus that causes COVID-19). 

 The FDA also issued an EUA for a combination coronavirus treatment consisting of Gilead's remdesivir and 

Eli Lilly's previously approved rheumatoid arthritis drug baricitinib, for the treatment of suspected or 

laboratory confirmed COVID-19 in hospitalized adults and pediatric patients two years of age or older with 

severe cases. The decision to provide emergency use was based on a trial sponsored by the NIH's National 

Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases that enrolled more than 1,000 patients and showed the two drugs 

decreased the odds of death when compared only taking remdesivir. 

 The FDA published a new “FDA Insight” podcast titled “Personal Protective Equipment and COVID-

19External Link Disclaimer.” On this week’s episode, Dr. Anand Shah, Deputy Commissioner for Medical 

and Scientific Affairs, welcomes Dr. Suzanne Schwartz, director of the FDA’s Office of Strategic 

Partnerships and Technology Innovation at the Center for Devices and Radiological Health, for a discussion 

on PPE and its critical role in helping to reduce the spread of COVID-19. 

 The most recent COVID-19 Science Update from the CDC is here.  

 The CDC has published and updated a significant number of COVID-19 materials and resources on their 

dashboard. To point to just a few:  
o Information about travel risks 
o Information about vaccines 
o Tribal communities 
o Considerations for events and gatherings 

 The CDC held a press telebriefing today and the transcript is available here.  

 The FDA will host a virtual Town Hall for SARS-CoV-2 test developers. The purpose of this Town Hall is to 

help answer technical questions about the development and validation of tests for SARS-CoV-2. The Town 

Halls will take place:  
o Dec. 2, 12:15 PM  
o Dec. 9, 12:15 PM 
o Dec. 16, 12:15 PM 

 CMS is airing the first episode in a series of short podcasts for frontline nursing home staff. The series, 

“CMS Beyond the Policy: Nursing Home Series for Frontline Clinicians and Staff," is designed to reinforce 

training and infection control practices in nursing homes to help combat the spread of COVID-19. 
 Ahead of the holidays, CMS is urging nursing home staff, residents, and visitors to follow established 

guidelines for visitation and adherence to the core principles of infection prevention. These guidelines 

include remaining six feet apart from individuals, wearing a face covering, and limiting the number of visitors 

in the nursing home at any one time. 

 On Tuesday, CMS publicly recognized the 1,092 nursing homes at which 50 percent or more of their staff 

have completed CMS training designed to help staff combat the spread of COVID-19 in nursing homes. 

CMS applauds these facilities for taking this critical step to equip their staff with the latest information 



regarding infection control, vaccine distribution, and other topics. The Agency urges remaining home to take 

advantage of these resources.  

 HHS launched a pilot program with five states to use portable, cartridge-based COVID-19 molecular test kits 

that provide rapid results. The pilot program will assess how to best integrate diagnostic technology 

developed by Cue Health, Inc., into strategies for disease surveillance and infection control in institutions 

such as nursing homes. Florida, Louisiana, Texas, New Jersey, and Alaska are the five states involved in 

the trial.  

 NIAID is hosting a virtual workshop on Post-Acute Sequelae of COVID-19 on Dec. 3 and 4 to summarize 

existing knowledge on post-acute manifestations of COVID-19 and to identify key knowledge gaps. The first 

day will include an overview of the current challenges, talks on clinical observations (both US and 

international), and some insights from the patient's perspective. Day one will then switch to pathogenic 

features of coronaviruses as well as host immunological responses, and will end with a series of talks on 

post-acute sequelae of COVID-19 as reported to date in various focus areas. The second day will start with 

a talk on the intersection of social determinants of health and race/ethnicity on post-acute COVID-19 

sequelae and the charge to the breakout groups, who will dive deeper to identify key knowledge gaps 

regarding the sequelae in various focus areas. 

 NIH Director Dr. Francis Collins has posted a new NIH Director's Blog titled, "Mini-Lungs in a Lab Dish 

Mimic Early COVID-19 Infection." You can read it here.  

Updates from the States 

 Out of the cases under investigation detected by U.S. surveillance, there are 11,465,722 total cases 

and 249,670 deaths. The CDC data closes out the day before reporting.  

 Infectious disease experts estimate that more than 3 million people in the U.S. are infected with the 

coronavirus, the equivalent of about 1 percent of the population. New COVID-19 cases in the U.S. have 

increased nearly 40 percent compared to last week. 

 Twenty-five percent of the nation's hospitals have more than 80 percent of their intensive care unit beds 

filled. Nineteen states hit a record number of COVID-19 hospitalizations on Tuesday. Nearly 80,000 people 

are hospitalized across the U.S. – about 20,000 more than during peaks in April and July. 

 Daily fatalities have risen by 76 percent in the last month, averaging more than 1,200 each day. The CDC 

predicts that between 276,000 and 298,000 Americans will be dead from COVID-19 by Dec. 12. 

 A snapshot of the situation across the country – infections in Massachusetts are eight times what they were 

on Labor Day and hospitalizations have quadrupled. Only 6 percent of Oklahoma's ICU beds remain 

available. In Illinois, COVID-19 is now the third leading cause of death behind heart disease and cancer. 

 New Mexico and Rhode Island have been chosen by Pfizer as two of four states in a pilot vaccine delivery 

program. 

 On Wednesday, Mayor Bill de Blasio announced New York City public schools are closing and returning to 

remote learning for all 1.1 million students because of rising coronavirus infection rates.  

 In Texas, Utah, Michigan, Georgia, Indiana, among other states, some districts are temporarily closing 

schools that already opened, often because of pandemic-caused staffing shortages. 



 Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear (D) became the first governor to announce a statewide school closure, saying 

that all public and private schools must close Nov. 23 and that all public universities must do the same. 

Middle and high schools are staying closed until Jan. 4, and only elementary schools in areas without 

soaring infections will be allowed to reopen Dec. 7. 

 Gov. Beshear also announced several new mitigation measures. Beginning Friday, restaurants and bars 

must close indoor dining and indoor venues, including event spaces and theaters, will be limited to 25 

people per room. Indoor social gatherings are limited to groups from no more than two different households, 

with a maximum of eight people per gathering. 

 Pennsylvania will require out-of-state travelers to test negative for the coronavirus before arrival, health 

officials announced Tuesday, and masks are now required indoors wherever people from different 

households are gathered — even if they are physically distant. 

 California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) issued a new stay-at-home order Thursday. Starting Saturday, counties 

labeled as having widespread risk of viral spread will be under a nightly curfew for four weeks. From 10 PM 

to 4 AM, nonessential activities and gatherings with members outside of the household are banned. 

 Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) on Wednesday announced a “four-week dial back” to stop the spread of 

COVID-19. Beginning Saturday at midnight, mixed-household in-person social gatherings are prohibited; 

bars and restaurants can only offer take-out and delivery service; gyms, fitness studios, entertainment 

venues, event spaces, and similar establishments will need to close; and adult and youth sports are paused. 

The restrictions will remain in place until Dec. 18. 

 Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine (R) on Tuesday announced a nightly curfew which starts at 10 PM Thursday and 

will run nightly until 5 AM for three weeks. 

 Rhode Island Gov. Gina Raimondo (D) announced a two-week “pause” starting on Nov. 30. New measures 

will close all bar areas, fitness centers, recreational venues, and many offices and limit indoor socializing to 

members of the same household.  

 As of Thursday, Maine hospitals were at 97 percent capacity due to rising COVID-19 cases. 

 Mississippi Gov. Tate Reeves (R) extended a mask mandate to seven additional countries. There are now 

22 counties that require mask-wearing. 

 Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly (D) issued an EO on Wednesday which requires Kansans to wear face coverings 

inside public spaces or in situations where physical distancing of six feet cannot be maintained. 

 Colorado Gov. Jared Polis (D) announced new coronavirus restrictions Tuesday aimed — at least 

temporarily — at preventing about half of Colorado’s counties from being forced into lockdown. For counties 

considered at the “red level,” indoor dining must close, gyms can operate at 10 percent capacity, businesses 

can offer takeout and delivery service and outdoor dining to single household groups, and bars remain 

closed. 

 Gov. Polis also announced he is working with the state’s health departments to provide additional federal 

resources to assist school districts to safely return to in-person learning, including funding for outdoor 

classrooms, testing, and additional PPE. 

 Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan (R) on Tuesday issued an EO that requires bars and restaurants to close at 10 

PM for indoor service and reduces capacity allowed in retail stores, religious facilities, fitness centers, 

personal service facilities, and bowling alleys to 50 percent. The rules take effect at 5 PM on Friday. 



 Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker (D) announced additional COVID-19 resurgence mitigations will take effect in every 

region across the state. Tier 3 mitigations build on the Resurgence Mitigation Plan released in July to 

suppress the spread of the virus and prevent hospitals from becoming overrun. 

 New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu (R) issued a statewide mask mandate that will go into effect Friday. 

 Hawaii Gov. David Ige (D) issued a COVID-19 emergency proclamation that extends and clarifies the 

statewide mask mandate that has been in place since April 25. The proclamation directs businesses to 

refuse entrance or service to anyone who fails to wear a face covering. 

 Delaware Gov. John Carney (D) announced that indoor gatherings in homes are capped at no more than 10 

people, outdoor public gatherings are limited to 50 people, and restaurants must operate at no more than 30 

percent of fire capacity indoors, with allowances for additional outdoor seating. 

 Gov. Carney also announced that Delaware youth sports organizations, teams, and venues are now 

prohibited from hosting or participating in tournaments with out-of-state teams. 

 New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy (D) signed an EO lowering indoor and outdoor gathering limits. The indoor 

gathering limit will decrease from 25 to 10 people and the outdoor gathering limit will decrease from 500 

people to 150 people. 

 North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper (D) announced a new COVID-19 County Alert System to pinpoint counties 

with the highest levels of viral spread and offer specific recommendations to reduce infections. The map will 

be updated every four weeks. 

 Kentucky’s Department for Public Health will mobilize strike teams to hard-hit long-term care facilities, and 

the Kentucky National Guard will mobilize 10 non-clinical support teams. 

 A bipartisan group of seven governors co-authored a Washington Post opinion piece urging people to stay 

home over Thanksgiving.  

 Useful state data:  
o Use Johns Hopkins University’s COVID-19 U.S. map as a resource for media, policymakers, and 

communities to view a collection of critical public health data in one online destination and better 

understand and track the COVID-19 pandemic in populations both large and small across the 

country. 
o NASHP has developed a COVID-19 State Action Center which serves as a state-level policy 

dashboard. Governing is also keeping a running tally of coronavirus news and impacts at the 

intersection of the health and economic crises in the states and localities. 
o This site from the Kaiser Family Foundation provides state-level information on cases/deaths, 

social distancing measures, health policy actions, and more. 
o This series of maps shows how states are responding to COVID-19, and this tracker, created and 

maintained by MultiState Associates, has an up-to-date list of executive orders and various travel 

restrictions. 

Military/Defense 

 Nearly one in four sailors aboard USS Michael Murphy have contracted COVID-19.  
o The ship has been in port in Hawaii, so there is limited operational impact. 



 A U.S. Coast Guard cutter on a counter-narcotics patrol was forced to return to its base in California on 

Wednesday, after 11 crew members tested positive for COVID-19. 

 The Pentagon's top weapons buyer, Ellen Lord, expressed confidence that defense companies would 

remain open throughout the winter and keep weapons production on track, despite spikes in COVID-19 

cases. 

 Today, Pentagon officials briefed the House Armed Services Committee on the impact of COVID-19 on 

defense IT systems, focusing on the DoD's technology vulnerabilities and their work to secure information 

networks. 

 Military health officials from the DoD and U.S. Coast Guard stated that, despite the pandemic, the effort to 

roll out an electronic health record program remains on track for full deployment by 2023 and ready for 

COVID-19 vaccination efforts. 

 Nearly one in four sailors aboard USS Michael Murphy have contracted COVID-19. The ship has been in 

port in Hawaii, so there is limited operational impact. 

International Affairs 

 Here is the most recent edition of the WHO's Weekly Epidemiological Update and here is the most recent 

edition of the WHO's Weekly Operational Update. 

 The U.S. government will extend a ban on non-essential travel at land borders with Canada and Mexico until 

Dec. 21. 

 A panel of experts from the WHO said Thursday that the coronavirus drug remdesivir should not be used for 

hospitalized patients because there is no evidence that it reduces deaths or the need for ventilators (which is 

a split from the U.S. FDA, per the above announcement). 

 The WHO said Thursday that new daily infection rates in Europe were falling for the first time in months 

across the region. 

 France, which announced a second lockdown on Oct. 28, has seen its seven-day average for new daily 

cases fall from more than 54,000 on Nov. 7 to 28,500 on Wednesday. Spain, Belgium, Switzerland, and the 

Czech Republic are among the countries that have also seen decreases. 

 Hospitals across Europe remain packed. Some intensive care units in Switzerland are at full capacity, while 

in France, intensive care wards have been at over 95 percent capacity for 10 days. 

 More than 29,000 people in Europe died last week of COVID-19, equaling one person about every 17 

seconds. 

 Africa is experiencing a concerning uptick in confirmed COVID-19 cases and has now passed the two million 

mark, the WHO said Thursday. The true number of COVID-19 infections across Africa is feared to be much 

higher, as testing and health care access remain challenges in many areas. 

 Daily infections in Kenya have increased tenfold since September. At least four doctors died on Saturday, 

leading a major health union in the country to threaten a nationwide strike beginning next month. 

 Japan reported over 2,000 new cases on Wednesday, the first time it has crossed that threshold since the 

pandemic began. Tokyo on Thursday announced that it would go on red alert, the highest level of a four-tier 

system, as it reported over 500 new cases of COVID-19, setting a record for the second day in a row. The 



change in alert is a largely symbolic measure meant to remind people to exercise heightened caution to 

prevent the spread of COVID-19; Japanese authorities do not have the legal powers to enforce lockdowns 

or restrictions on business operations. 

 South Korea entered new COVID-19 restrictions Thursday. Public gatherings of 100 people or more are 

banned, religious services and sporting events are limited to 30 percent capacity, and high-risk facilities 

including clubs and karaoke bars must widen distance among guests. 

 Austria entered new lockdown measures Tuesday to curb the spread of COVID-19. Under the stricter 

measures, which will remain in place through Dec. 6, people are only allowed to leave their homes to buy 

groceries, to go to work if their jobs are deemed essential, to exercise outside, to go to the doctor, or to help 

people who need assistance. 

 Pubs, restaurants, and other hospitality establishments will remain closed until mid-December in Northern 

Ireland. 

 First minister Nicola Sturgeon announced that areas of west and central Scotland would be moved from tier 

3 to tier 4 on Friday for three weeks, meaning non-essential shops, hospitality businesses, gyms, and 

beauty salons must close. 

 The lower house of the Czech parliament has voted to allow the government to extend a state of emergency 

until Dec. 12 as the Czech Republic struggles with one of Europe’s worst outbreaks. 

 Azerbaijan has extended coronavirus lockdown restrictions until Dec. 28 after a further rise in the number of 

infections. 

 The Danish Health Ministry announced Thursday that a mutated strain of the novel coronavirus that led to 

the authorized killing of roughly 2.85 million farmed minks is likely to have been rendered extinct. 

 Ireland’s department of health has recommended a cull of mink to stop the risk of the mink mutation 

spreading to Ireland. 

 In Australia, the government in Victoria has closed its border with South Australia as the latter state wrestles 

with an outbreak of the virus. South Australia did not record any new cases on Thursday but has gone into a 

six-day lockdown to contain an outbreak of 22 cases in the capital, Adelaide. 

 The Pacific nation of Samoa has recorded its first ever case of COVID-19. Prime Minister Tuilaepa Sailele 

Malielegaoi said a sailor who had returned from New Zealand on a repatriation flight tested positive in a 

quarantine facility. 

 Global Cases: 55,928,327     Total Deaths: 1,344,003 

Lifestyle, Science, and Economy  

 China’s Sinopharm said nearly a million people have received shots of its experimental coronavirus vaccines 

under emergency use protocols, even as their safety and efficacy have yet to be confirmed in Phase 3 trials. 

Sinopharm has several COVID-19 vaccine candidates in late-stage trials. 

 Pfizer and BioNTech provided an update on the previously announced success of their COVID-19 vaccine, 

which they now say has 95 percent efficacy at the end of the trial. In people over 65 years of age, the 

efficacy remains high at 94 percent. The companies say they will be filing their application for EUA as early 

as tomorrow. 



 A study published in MMWR this week takes a look at the effectiveness of Duke University's testing and 

mitigation efforts on campus. Among 10,265 students who received testing 68,913 times, 84 had positive 

results. One half of infections were asymptomatic, and some had high viral loads. This supports the idea that 

identifying asymptomatic cases is critical for minimizing spread in a community like a college campus.  

 Another MMWR study this week highlights the need for assisted living facilities (ALFs) to increase safety 

measures and mitigation techniques. Among ALF residents with COVID-19 (in states with available data), 21 

percent died, compared with 3 percent who died among the general population with COVID-19. 

 Russia has resumed the vaccination of new volunteers in its trial for the Sputnik V vaccine after a short 

pause. 

 Columbia University epidemiologist Jeffrey Shaman said his team’s model estimated that 3.6 million people 

are infected and shedding enough virus to infect others. According to Shaman, that’s a 34 percent week-to-

week increase that followed a 36 percent increase in the previous seven-day average. 

 Pharmaceutical firm AstraZeneca has delivered four million vials of its coronavirus vaccine candidate to the 

UK government, with millions more frozen doses ready to be sent. 

 Johnson & Johnson's chief scientist said the drugmaker is recruiting over 1,000 people per day for the late-

stage trial of its experimental COVID-19 vaccine and expects to have all the data needed to seek U.S. 

authorization by February or earlier. Sen. Rob Portman (R-OH) is participating in the trial and said work on 

vaccines is the single most important part of the ongoing COVID-19 response effort. 

 More than 900 staff members across the Midwest Mayo Clinic system have been diagnosed with COVID-19 

over the last two weeks. Most of the infections are likely due to community spread outside of the center.  

 REMAP-CAP, a global trial network that has been testing different COVID-19 drugs in an adaptive fashion at 

200 sites on 19 countries, announced that Actemra, the arthritis drug, had worked in their study. A data safe-

ty and monitoring board reviewed data from 303 patients and determined Actemra had a 99.75 

percent chance of being better for the sickest Covid-19 patients than giving them no immune modulator at 

all. 

 On Monday, this update reported that Wreaths Across America at Arlington National Cemetery would be 

canceled due to safety concerns. However, that decision was reversed on Tuesday following a push from 

President Trump and is now slated to take place Dec. 19.  

 The WHO keeps a running list of COVID-19 vaccine candidates, which you can view here. STAT News also 

has a resource tracking COVID-19 drugs and vaccines. The New York Times has a very helpful vaccine 

tracker as well, which you can view here. This AVAC pipeline tracker is great, too.  

 The Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security has an extensive list of commercial and lab-developed tests.  

 Continue to look at the NIH Office of Portfolio Analysis’s (OPA) expert-curated portfolio of COVID-19 

publications and preprints. The portfolio includes peer-reviewed articles from PubMed and preprints from 

medRxiv, bioRxiv, ChemRxiv, and arXiv. It is updated daily with the latest available data and enables users 

to explore and analyze the rapidly growing set of advances in COVID-19 research. 

Helpful Articles/Media 



 Listen to KHN's "What the Health?" podcast with Dr. Tony Fauci. This episode is titled, "What Would Dr. 

Fauci Do?" 

 Here is the most recent COVIDView from CDC, a weekly summary and interpretation of key indicators that 

have been adapted to track the COVID-19 pandemic in the U.S. 

 Vaccinate Your Family had a conversation with the FDA about the vaccine approval process which you can 

view here.  

 COVID-19 vaccines that could report Phase III data before Moderna, Pfizer-BioNTech products become 

broadly available 

 More people are getting COVID-19 twice, suggesting immunity wanes quickly in some 

 What you need to know about the Moderna and Pfizer coronavirus vaccines 

 With strong data on two Covid-19 vaccines, we have more answers about the road ahead — and questions 

too 

 The Challenges Ahead With Monoclonal Antibodies: From Authorization to Access 

 Covid Is Resurging, and This Time It’s Everywhere 

 60 Minutes did a session on OWS on Sunday evening 

 Persistence and Evolution of SARS-CoV-2 in an Immunocompromised Host  

 Audio Interview: An Update from Operation Warp Speed  

 NIH Videocast: Ethical & Regulatory Aspects of Clinical Research Session 7: COVID 

 COVID Misinformation a Roadblock to Curbing Pandemic  

 Health experts want to prioritize people of color for a Covid-19 vaccine. But how should it be done? 

 Four reasons for encouragement based on Pfizer’s Covid-19 vaccine results 

 Covid-19, Ebola, and HIV — Leveraging Lessons to Maximize Impact 

 Advisers To CDC Debate How COVID-19 Vaccine Should Be Rolled Out 

 Association between SARS-CoV-2 infection, exposure risk and mental health among a cohort of essential 

retail workers in the USA 

 Will a small, long-shot U.S. company end up producing the best coronavirus vaccine? 

 Effect of Timing of and Adherence to Social Distancing Measures on COVID-19 Burden in the United States 

 From the NIH Record: What We’ve Learned About Coronavirus Pathophysiology 

 Estimating risk of airborne COVID-19 with mask usage, social distancing 

 Update Alert 3: Masks for Prevention of Respiratory Virus Infections, Including SARS-CoV-2, in Health Care 

and Community Settings 

 Airborne Transmission of COVID-19: Q&A with Jonathan Samet 

 Watch a coronavirus vaccine update with Dr. Paul Offit 

 Reimagining America’s Infectious-Disease Defense 

 Researchers Find Doubts About COVID-19 Vaccine Among People Of Color 

 Understanding COVID-19 vaccine efficacy 

 Herd Immunity and Implications for SARS-CoV-2 Control 

 Saying human trials aren’t enough, researchers call for comparison of COVID-19 vaccines in monkeys 



 Why Covid-19’s Impact on Health Is a Long-Term Worry 

 Long-term Health Consequences of COVID-19 

 The pandemic poses risks for older doctors. Some are retiring early in response. 

 Dr. Anthony Fauci spoke about "COVID-19: Public Health and Scientific Challenges" at the virtual 2020 

American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) National Conference & Exhibition- read about it here.  

 Why people with diabetes are being hit so hard by Covid-19 

 Delaying Pregnancy during a Public Health Crisis — Examining Public Health Recommendations for Covid-

19 and Beyond 

 Nearly Two-Thirds Of U.S. Households Struck By COVID-19 Face Financial Trouble 

 Convalescent Plasma for the Treatment of COVID-19: Perspectives of the National Institutes of Health 

COVID-19 Treatment Guidelines Panel 

 How the Pandemic Transformed This Songbird’s Call 

 It’s Time to Put Children and Young People First During the Global COVID-19 Pandemic 

 COVID-19 data on Native Americans is ‘a national disgrace.’ This scientist is fighting to be counted 

 Reimagining Nursing Homes in the Wake of COVID-19 

 Advances In ICU Care Are Saving More Patients Who Have COVID-19 

 Structural Racism, Social Risk Factors, and Covid-19 — A Dangerous Convergence for Black Americans 

 Transmission of SARS-CoV-2: A Review of Viral, Host, and Environmental Factors 

 Covid-19: Do many people have pre-existing immunity? 

 Disinfection dangers: How to avoid viruses without exposing yourself to toxics 

 The AstraZeneca/Oxford University Phase 3 COVID-19 Vaccine Trial – Why Was It Paused? 

 Assessing a novel, lab-free, point-of-care test for SARS-CoV-2 (CovidNudge): a diagnostic accuracy study 

 Urban Hospitals of Last Resort Cling to Life in Time of COVID 

 Some Urban Hospitals Face Closure Or Cutbacks As The Pandemic Adds To Fiscal Woes 

 As COVID-19 Vaccine Trials Move At Warp Speed, Recruiting Black Volunteers Takes Time 

 How a new way of parsing COVID-19 data began to show the breadth of health gaps between Blacks 

and whites 

 Emergence of Kawasaki disease related to SARS-CoV-2 infection in an epicentre of the French COVID-19 

epidemic: a time-series analysis 

 Potential COVID-19 drug azithromycin may increase risk for cardiac events 

 SARS-CoV-2 Viral Load Predicts Mortality in Patients with and Without Cancer Who Are Hospitalized with 

COVID-19 

 Emory University Epidemiologist On The Future Of COVID-19 

 Trump officials rush to introduce untested vaccine tracking system 

 Prolonged low-dose methylprednisolone in patients with severe COVID-19 pneumonia  

 Public trust in CDC, Fauci, and other top health officials is evaporating, poll finds 

 The Great Vaccine Race: Inside the Unprecedented Scramble to Immunize the World Against COVID-19 

 Update Alert: Epidemiology of and Risk Factors for Coronavirus Infection in Health Care Workers 



 First COVID-19 Global Forecast: IHME Projects Three-Quarters of a Million Lives Could be Saved by 

January 1 

 COVID-19 sparks 12-fold increase in remote delivery of mental health care across the US 

 Rapid isothermal amplification and portable detection system for SARS-CoV-2 

 Pandemic Vaccine Program Distribution, Tracking, and Monitoring 

 Viewpoint of a WHO Advisory Group Tasked to Consider Establishing a Closely-Monitored Challenge Model 

of COVID-19 in Healthy Volunteers  

 CDC director attempts to clarify controversial Covid-19 testing guidelines 

 Internet Searches for Acute Anxiety During the Early Stages of the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 How COVID-19 Could Aggravate the Homelessness Crisis? 

 From Resolve to Save Lives- Promoting mask-wearing during the COVID-19 pandemic: A 

POLICYMAKER’S GUIDE 

 Long-Haulers Are Redefining COVID-19 

 MMWR Weekly COVID-19 Briefing is a weekly podcast to update readers on the latest scientific 

information from CDC’s COVID-19 response. In each episode, MMWR’s Editor-in-Chief, Dr. Charlotte 

Kent provides an overview of the latest scientific information published in MMWR. New episodes are 

posted every Monday. Listen to episodes here.  

 Listen to the Kaiser Health News podcast ‘What The Health?’: ‘Open The Schools, Close The Bars’ 

 Covid-19 vaccine research must involve Black and Latinx participants. Here are 4 ways to make that happen 

 Vaccine Access and Hesitancy: The Public Health Importance of Vaccines 

 Johns Hopkins data capture. 

 Other tracking data here. 

Common Acronyms 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), World Health Organization (WHO), National Institutes of Health 
(NIH), Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), Department of 
Defense (DoD), Department of Homeland Security (DHS), U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Central Command 
(CENTCOM), Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS), Transportation Security Administration (TSA), Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), Assistant Secretary for 
Preparedness and Response (ASPR), Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA), U.S. 
Trade Representative (USTR), Childrens Health Insurance Program (CHIP), Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP), Emergency Use Authorization (EUA), Executive Order (EO), Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report 
(MMWR), New England Journal of Medicine (NEJM) 



 

 

From NYT's vaccine tracker. 11.19.20  

 

 

 

Cumulative totals of COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations, recovered, and deaths within 

the DoD. Source: https://www.defense.gov/explore/spotlight/coronavirus/   

 



 

 

WHO, 11.17.20  

 

 



 

(Updated 11.19.20 from CDC's platform.) 

For more information, visit CDC’s Novel Coronavirus 2019 website or the WHO's 

dashboard.  
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