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Iowa 

For the first time since the coronavirus pandemic arrived in Iowa, more than 1,000 people were being 
hospitalized in Iowa with COVID-19, the disease caused by the coronavirus. Hospitalizations have 
increased dramatically in the past two weeks. On Oct. 25, the state reported a then-record 561 COVID-
19 hospitalizations. On Sunday, the state reported 1,034, an increase of about 84%. Sunday's 
hospitalizations were up 42 from the day prior.  
The state updates its website each evening with that day's hospitalization data. 
 
Statewide, there were 184 patients in the ICUs on Sunday, down from 190 on Saturday. And while ICU 
numbers are down, the number of patients on ventilators is up. There were 82 COVID-19 patients on 
ventilators Sunday, up from 77 the day prior.  At 10 a.m. Monday, the state was reporting 1,845 COVID-
19-related deaths, an increase of three deaths since the state's tally at 10 a.m. Sunday, according to the 
state's Coronavirus.Iowa.gov website.  The state was reporting at 10 a.m. Monday that there are 
156,814 confirmed cases of coronavirus, an increase of 4,212 since 10 a.m. Sunday. The state 
surpassed 150,000 cases on Sunday, less than a month after Iowa was at 100,000 cases. Of the people 
who have tested positive, 101,041 have recovered, according to the state. The total number of people 
tested is 1,040,914.  
 
Shortly before 10 a.m. Monday, only one of Iowa's 99 counties — Ringgold, in southwest Iowa — had a 
14-day positivity rate below 10%. There were 16 counties reporting between 10% and 15% positive tests 
among those tested. The remaining 82 counties were at or above 15%, one of the state's benchmarks on 
in-person schooling.  Polk County, the state's most populous, was reporting 16.7% positivity rate on 
Monday, up from 16% on Sunday. Jones County, at 42.7% was reporting the state's highest 14-day 
positivity rate. Jones County is home to Anamosa State Penitentiary, which is dealing with an outbreak 
among prisoners. 
 
The state calculates the positivity rate by dividing the number of individuals who tested positive over the 
past 14 days by the total number of individuals who were tested in total over those 14 days. On 
Monday, the state was reporting 15.1% positive since the pandemic started. Iowa's 14-day average was 
20.1% positive, according to the state. 

https://coronavirus.iowa.gov/pages/rmcc-data
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/2020/11/08/covid-19-iowa-state-surpasses-150-000-coronavirus-cases/6212855002/
https://coronavirus.iowa.gov/
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/2020/11/08/covid-19-iowa-state-surpasses-150-000-coronavirus-cases/6212855002/
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/2020/11/08/covid-19-iowa-state-surpasses-150-000-coronavirus-cases/6212855002/
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/2020/11/06/iowa-prison-covid-19-outbreak-infects-nearly-500-inmates-anamosa-state-penitentiary-coronavirus/6191782002/
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/2020/11/06/iowa-prison-covid-19-outbreak-infects-nearly-500-inmates-anamosa-state-penitentiary-coronavirus/6191782002/


 

Washington, D.C. 

 The NIH shared results from the clinical trial evaluating the safety and effectiveness of hydroxychloroquine 

for the treatment of adults with COVID-19 which formally concluded that the drug provides no clinical benefit 

to hospitalized patients. Though found not to cause harm, early findings in June when the trial was stopped 

indicated that the drug was not improving outcomes in COVID-19 patients.  

 According to a senior official, HHS is temporarily halting COVID-19 test shipments to several states that 

have not yet begun distributing their current supply. Assistant Health Sec. Brett Giroir said the Department 

was placing a hold on supplies slated for nine states, including Hawaii, Massachusetts, Nevada, New 

Mexico, North Dakota, Vermont, Virginia and West Virginia. Missouri was the ninth state, but federal 

shipments will resume because it just began distributing its current stockpile. 

 Here is the most recent COVIDView from CDC, a weekly summary and interpretation of key indicators that 

have been adapted to track the COVID-19 pandemic in the U.S. 

 And here is the most recent COVID-19 Science Update from the CDC.  

 The CDC has published and updated a significant number of COVID-19 materials and resources on their 

dashboard. To point to just a few:  

o Airport personnel and COVID-19 

o Holiday celebrations 

o Guidance documents 

o Contact tracing resources 

 FDA Commissioner Stephen Hahn put out a statement, "FDA Offers Guidance to Enhance Diversity in 

Clinical Trials, Encourage Inclusivity in Medical Product Development." 

 The FDA issued an EUA for Eli Lilly's investigational monoclonal antibody therapy bamlanivimab for the 

treatment of mild-to-moderate COVID-19 in adult and pediatric patients. Bamlanivimab is authorized for 

patients with positive results of direct SARS-CoV-2 viral testing who are 12 years of age and older, and who 

are at high risk for progressing to severe COVID-19 and/or hospitalization.  

 On Nov. 12, the FDA will host a Grand Rounds session providing an overview of the FDA’s research to 

evaluate the ability of facial coverings to reduce the spread of infection and how the FDA is developing a 

comprehensive risk-assessment tool to predict the probability of infection with individuals wearing a non-

surgical face mask or cloth face covering; given the characteristics of non-surgical face masks, the 

population, and the pathogen. This presentation discusses how the filtration and leakage performance of 

cloth face coverings, using both experimental and computational methods, input into a risk assessment 

model that the FDA recently developed and is currently calibrating for COVID-19. 

 The FDA will host a virtual Town Hall for SARS-CoV-2 test developers. The purpose of this Town Hall is to 

help answer technical questions about the development and validation of tests for SARS-CoV-2. The Town 

Halls will take place:  

o Nov. 18, 12:15 PM 

o Dec. 2, 12:15 PM  

o Dec. 9, 12:15 PM 

https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=a968efd36c&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=38c4d771da&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=ad7abda825&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=10a49fac1a&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=e26af5abb5&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=bd8d7a7d02&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=65c2af808a&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=ca7f2dabf9&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=ca7f2dabf9&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=f7c1614e8f&e=d801520914


o Dec. 16, 12:15 PM 

 Late last week, the FDA authorized the first serology test that detects neutralizing antibodies from recent or 

prior SARS-CoV-2 infection, which are antibodies that bind to a specific part of a pathogen and have been 

observed in a laboratory setting to decrease SARS-CoV-2 viral infection of cells. The FDA issued an 

emergency use authorization (EUA) for the cPass SARS-CoV-2 Neutralization Antibody Detection Kit, which 

specifically detects this type of antibody. 

 OSHA has issued guidance and an accompanying one-pager to help employers understand which 

standards are most frequently cited during coronavirus-related inspections. OSHA based these documents 

on data from citations issued, many of which were the result of complaints, referrals and fatalities in 

industries such as hospitals and healthcare, nursing homes and long-term care facilities, and meat/poultry 

processing plants. The one-pager and guidance document provide available resources that address the 

most frequently cited standards, including Respiratory Protection, Recording and Reporting Occupational 

Injuries and Illnesses, PPE, and the General Duty Clause. 

 White House Chief of Staff Mark Meadows and HUD Sec. Ben Carson have both tested positive for COVID-

19.  

Updates from the States 

 Out of the cases under investigation detected by U.S. surveillance, there are 9,913,553 total cases 

and 237,037 deaths. The CDC data closes out the day before reporting, because of this, and the daily 

case rate of +100,000, the U.S. is now well over 10 million cases.  

 The average number of daily new COVID-19 infections across the U.S. has exceeded 100,000, and public 

health experts warn that the country is entering the pandemic’s worst phase. 

 The number of total cases in the U.S. has surged by one million over the past 10 days; it took more than 

three months to for the country to go from no cases to one million cases in late April. 

 The number of new cases is up in every state, as well as D.C., Puerto Rico, and other U.S. territories, with 

at least 15 states breaking records for single-day new case counts. 

 For the second weekend in a row, one of Idaho’s largest hospitals was unable to admit any new patients 

because its staff was overwhelmed with a high volume of coronavirus cases. 

 Oklahoma and Tennessee have both seen a more than 100 percent jump in the weekly average of new 

cases compared with the same time last week. 

 State officials in Indiana are renewing their call for retired health care workers to help relieve staff in 

Indiana's hospitals and long-term care facilities as the number of hospitalizations and new infections across 

the state continue to spike at record highs. 

 Surging community spread of COVID-19 in Minnesota is sidelining a staggering number of teachers and 

school staff — and forcing many districts to shift to distance learning when there’s no one left available to 

teach. 

 Utah Gov. Gary R. Herbert (R) declared a state of emergency and announced a statewide mask mandate on 

Sunday night. In addition to requiring masks statewide, the new EO limits gatherings to members of the 

same household and requires schools to put extracurricular activities, including sports, on hold for the next 

two weeks. 

https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=1e83ab2cc8&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=a75a8b83af&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=1e72f3434c&e=d801520914


 New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy (D) announced new coronavirus restrictions today, calling for restaurants and 

nightclubs to shut down indoor service at 10 PM starting Thursday and prohibiting patrons from sitting 

directly at bar tops. High school sports teams are not permitted to participate in out-of-state tournaments, but 

college athletes may still travel. 

 On Friday, Gov. Mike Dunleavy (R) of Alaska extended his state’s emergency declaration for another 30 

days. 

 Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker (D) announced stricter COVID-19 mitigation measures for Kankakee, Will, DuPage, 

and Kane counties Monday, as Illinois posts another day with more than 10,000 new cases amid a new 

wave of infections. 

 Colorado Gov. Jared Polis (D) announced his state is launching new COVID-19 testing kiosks statewide. 

The first two COVID-19 testing kiosks will open in Greeley, CO at the University of Northern Colorado and at 

Denver International Airport. 

 Gov. Polis also extended a statewide mask mandate for another 30 days on Monday and emphasized that 

Coloradans must do more to stop the uncontrolled spread of COVID-19; extended an EO permitting 

alternative care sites to continue operating in response to the pandemic; and extended an EO expanding the 

health care workforce for hospitals and other inpatient treatment facilities. 

 Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts (R) on Monday announced new public health measures to curb the spread of 

COVID-19 in the state, which has seen surging numbers in the past six weeks. Masks must be worn at 

businesses when people are in close contact for at least 15 minutes. Six feet of separation will be required 

at gyms, bars, restaurants, and churches. Occupancy at indoor gatherings will be reduced to 25 percent. 

The new rules go into effect at midnight Wednesday and will remain in effect through Nov. 30. 

 Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) requested staffing support from FEMA for long-term care facilities and 

hospitals. In a letter submitted to FEMA, the governor outlined the need to extend current federal staff 

support and provide an additional 10 medical professionals to help the state combat rising cases of COVID-

19.  

 Gov. Walz also announced a significant expansion in COVID-19 testing, with the addition of more than a 

dozen new testing locations opening across the state over the next two weeks. 

 Connecticut Gov. Ned Lamont (D) signed one EO amending limits on indoor religious, spiritual, or worship 

gatherings to no more than 50 percent of the building’s capacity or a maximum of 100 people, and another 

EO limiting the capacity of indoor graduation ceremonies to 50 percent of the venue’s capacity or a 

maximum of 100 people. Gov. Lamont also extended all current restrictions on outdoor dining through Feb. 

9, 2021. 

 A state district judge ruled Friday that an El Paso county judge’s order temporarily shutting down 

nonessential businesses during a spike in COVID-19 cases can stand.  

 Connecticut’s Department of Public Health on Monday issued a statewide public health advisory urging 

Connecticut residents to limit any non-essential trips outside the home between the hours of 10 PM and 5 

AM to reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission. 

 New Mexico’s Department of Health announced that five public colleges and universities in Southern New 

Mexico will offer free drive-thru COVID-19 testing. 



 Maine’s Department of Health and Human Services announced the launch of two new COVID-19 testing 

sites in Maine through a partnership with Promerica Health. The additional sites expand access to standard 

and rapid COVID-19 testing to people in Maine who think they need a test, regardless of symptoms and 

without the need for a referral from a health provider. 

 Useful state data:  

o Use Johns Hopkins University’s COVID-19 U.S. map as a resource for media, policymakers, and 

communities to view a collection of critical public health data in one online destination and better 

understand and track the COVID-19 pandemic in populations both large and small across the 

country. 

o NASHP has developed a COVID-19 State Action Center which serves as a state-level policy 

dashboard. Governing is also keeping a running tally of coronavirus news and impacts at the 

intersection of the health and economic crises in the states and localities. 

o This site from the Kaiser Family Foundation provides state-level information on cases/deaths, 

social distancing measures, health policy actions, and more. 

o This series of maps shows how states are responding to COVID-19, and this tracker, created and 

maintained by MultiState Associates, has an up-to-date list of executive orders and various travel 

restrictions. 

Military/Defense 

 As part of OWS, The DoD has partnered with Humanigen Inc to help advance the develop of its COVID-19 

treatment, lenzilumab, which has been shown to improve recovery by 37 percent compared to the current 

standard of care. 

 The military reported six new COVID-19 cases in Japan, including three community-based infections at a 

Marine Corps base. 

 The Utah Military Academy in Riverdale temporarily moved students to online learning last Thursday 

following a COVID-19 outbreak among faculty and staff. 

 According to a report released Monday from video surveillance experts, numerous VA medical centers may 

be using faulty temperature screening devices that could miss signs of COVID-19 infections among visitors. 

 The DoD has deployed three U.S. Air Force Medical Specialty Teams to provide medical help to three El 

Paso city hospitals following a COVID-19 surge in the area. 

 Last week, the VA published a year-in-review of FY20 about how investments in its IT and digital systems 

made them better equipped for the pandemic. 

International Affairs 

 Here is the most recent edition of the WHO's Weekly Epidemiological Update and here is the most recent 

edition of the WHO's Weekly Operational Update. 

 The number of COVID-19 cases worldwide has surpassed 50 million. 

 A virtual meeting of the WHO that will largely focus on the global response to the coronavirus pandemic 

began Monday, involving representatives from more than 190 countries. 

https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=614164302a&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=b4412fedee&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=7b13c26e15&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=b9a160fe47&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=d57db4fe58&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=c4d95d5b2c&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=3ac2bf03a0&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=26bd7d1f6b&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=4620fc7cc5&e=d801520914


 October saw the spread of COVID-19 across the globe accelerate at a rapid pace: while it took 32 days for 

global cases to rise from 30 million to 40 million, it only took 21 days to add another 10 million. 

 A senior WHO official said a COVID-19 vaccine may be rolled out by March 2021 to the most vulnerable. 

 More Europeans are seriously ill with the coronavirus than ever before, surpassing the worst days in the 

spring and threatening to overwhelm stretched hospitals and exhausted medical workers. By comparison, 

more than twice as many people in Europe are hospitalized with COVID-19 as in the U.S., adjusted for 

population. 

 Italy will ramp up coronavirus restrictions in Tuscany and four other regions beginning Wednesday to rein in 

a second wave of the pandemic. Across the country, a steady surge in hospital admissions is straining the 

country’s health system, and doctors warn that Italy could suffer some 10,000 fatalities in the next month 

based on current trends. 

 France’s new COVID-19 infections were sharply down over 24 hours on Monday, as they always tend to be 

at the beginning of the week, but deaths and hospital admissions were sharply up again. France is in its 

tenth day of a second national lockdown. 

 Hungary’s prime minister, Viktor Orbán, announced a range of lockdown measures on Monday, as the 

coronavirus situation in Hungary threatens to spiral out of control. Restaurants and bars will be closed, while 

a curfew will be implemented from 8 PM until 5 AM. High school and university teaching will go online, and 

gatherings of more than 10 people banned. The measures will be voted on in parliament on Tuesday and 

take effect on Wednesday. 

 Portugal began a 15-day state of emergency on Monday that gives its government enhanced powers to 

impose lockdown measures to stop a second wave of COVID-19. Until at least Nov. 23, some 7 million 

people across Portugal must stay at home on weekdays between 11 PM and 5 AM, and on weekends after 

1 PM. Meanwhile, restaurants must close by 10:30 PM on weekdays and are only allowed to provide 

takeaway services on weekends after 1 PM. 

 Health officials in Belgium said a second wave of COVID-19 hospital admissions appears to have peaked 

and should now begin to decline. 

 Amid a surge of COVID-19 cases in Russia, a shortage of paramedics is pushing wait times for ambulances 

up to 24 hours. 

 Algeria’s government has extended a nighttime curfew already in place in 20 of the country’s 48 regions to 

nine more areas. The new measures will take effect Tuesday and last for 15 days. 

 Delhi Health Minister Satyendar Jain said Friday that the state government will increase the number of beds 

for COVID-19 patients in several government-run hospitals, a move which he said "will be paramount in 

order to successfully combat the third wave." India's capital territory, Delhi, confirmed 7,745 new cases of 

COVID-19 on Sunday, its highest single-day rise in infections yet. 

 Police in Sri Lanka will strictly enforce mask and social distancing requirements and punish violators starting 

Monday, as other anti-coronavirus measures are eased to reduce economic pain. 

 Wales emerged from its 17-day "firebreak" lockdown on Monday, with pubs, gyms, hair salons, restaurants 

and schools allowed to reopen. 

 Australia is close to eliminating community transmission of the coronavirus, having defeated a second wave 

just as infections surge again in Europe and the U.S. 



 China has announced that it will disinfect refrigerated or frozen food shipments to the country after officials 

linked recent infections to products that had arrived from foreign virus hot spots. 

 A 51-year-old air cargo worker was infected with the coronavirus in Shanghai, China, prompting an 

immediate effort to contain the virus before it can spread. The city has quarantined 106 of his close contacts 

so far and will move another 75 of them into quarantine, too. 

 German states are preparing to distribute coronavirus vaccines when they become available by setting up 

60 decentralized centers across the country to provide fast and efficient access to doses. The roll-out will 

prioritize elderly people at high risk, doctors and other caregivers who are often exposed to the disease, and 

those who are in key positions, such as teachers and police officers. 

 New Zealand and the Cook Islands are set to open a “travel bubble” between the two countries, with New 

Zealand prime minister Jacinda Ardern confirming officials from her government would visit the South Pacific 

archipelago later this week. 

 Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky announced Monday that he has tested positive for COVID-19. The 

country’s finance minister, defense minister and Zelensky’s top aide are also reported to be infected. 

 Global Cases: 50,266,033     Total Deaths: 1,254,567 

Lifestyle, Science, and Economy  

 Pfizer announced that an early analysis of its coronavirus vaccine trial suggests the candidate is more than 

90 percent effective. The Pfizer product is a two-dose vaccine that requires ultra cold storage. The company 

will seek EUA from the FDA this month. (NYT answers Pfizer vaccine questions here) 

 The Dow surged 3 percent following Pfizer's promising vaccine news- a welcomed boost for the stock 

market.  

 Novavax Inc. said today that it is on track to begin a delayed U.S.-based late-stage study of its experimental 

coronavirus vaccine later this month. 

 A new publication in CDC's MMWR emphasizes the importance of understanding the frequency of, and 

potential reasons for, readmission after a COVID-19 hospitalization. The study found that 9 percent of 

patients were readmitted to the same hospital within 2 months of discharge after being sent home from an 

initial COVID-19 hospitalization, 

 A second MMWR publication found state-mandated stay-at-home orders and public mask mandates, 

coupled with case investigations with contact tracing, contributed to an 82 percent reduction in COVID-19 

incidence, 88 percent reduction in hospitalizations, and 100 percent reduction in mortality in Delaware during 

late April–June. 

 Researchers from the University of Oxford say that one-fifth of COVID-19 patients get a psychiatric 

diagnosis within 90 days. There is no clear reason why this is happening or what the connection is. 

 BARDA will support Mesa Biotech, Inc. in the development of a rapid combination test for influenza A/B and 

COVID-19. The new AcculaTM SARS-CoV-2 & Flu A/Flu B Combination Test will provide results in 

approximately 30 minutes and is performed using the same Accula instrument as the company’s Flu A/Flu B 

test and SARS-CoV-2 test. 

https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=86f572d932&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=c19e359413&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=c104a7ae5a&e=d801520914


 The University of Pittsburgh has issued a shelter in place period as COVID-19 cases continue to surge. The 

shelter in place means students should only leave their housing for classes, labs, to pick up food, to exercise 

safely, or to study in the library. 

 Unicef and the WHO say disruptions from COVID-19 have left 94 million around the world without measles 

immunizations.  

 The Federal Reserve said in a report today that the pandemic remains a top risk to the U.S. financial 

system. The Fed warned that uncertainty over the course of the virus and its economic and financial 

consequences remains unusually high. 

 Cruise ships will not return to U.S. waters with passengers on board until 2021, the Cruise Lines 

International Association (CLIA) announced. 

 The WHO keeps a running list of COVID-19 vaccine candidates, which you can view here. STAT News also 

has a resource tracking COVID-19 drugs and vaccines. The New York Times has a very helpful vaccine 

tracker as well, which you can view here.  

 The Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security has an extensive list of commercial and lab-developed tests.  

 Continue to look at the NIH Office of Portfolio Analysis’s (OPA) expert-curated portfolio of COVID-19 

publications and preprints. The portfolio includes peer-reviewed articles from PubMed and preprints from 

medRxiv, bioRxiv, ChemRxiv, and arXiv. It is updated daily with the latest available data and enables users 

to explore and analyze the rapidly growing set of advances in COVID-19 research. 

Helpful Articles/Media 

 60 Minutes did a session on OWS on Sunday evening 

 NIH Videocast: Ethical & Regulatory Aspects of Clinical Research Session 7: COVID 

 COVID Misinformation a Roadblock to Curbing Pandemic  

 Health experts want to prioritize people of color for a Covid-19 vaccine. But how should it be done? 

 Four reasons for encouragement based on Pfizer’s Covid-19 vaccine results 

 Covid-19, Ebola, and HIV — Leveraging Lessons to Maximize Impact 

 Advisers To CDC Debate How COVID-19 Vaccine Should Be Rolled Out 

 Association between SARS-CoV-2 infection, exposure risk and mental health among a cohort of essential 

retail workers in the USA 

 Will a small, long-shot U.S. company end up producing the best coronavirus vaccine? 

 Effect of Timing of and Adherence to Social Distancing Measures on COVID-19 Burden in the United States 

 From the NIH Record: What We’ve Learned About Coronavirus Pathophysiology 

 Estimating risk of airborne COVID-19 with mask usage, social distancing 

 Update Alert 3: Masks for Prevention of Respiratory Virus Infections, Including SARS-CoV-2, in Health Care 

and Community Settings 

 Airborne Transmission of COVID-19: Q&A with Jonathan Samet 

 Watch a coronavirus vaccine update with Dr. Paul Offit 

 Reimagining America’s Infectious-Disease Defense 

https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=ff9c254563&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=703c5314ae&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=85a5d6d442&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=346697747a&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=a62bdd7da5&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=2cb493ca58&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=2cb493ca58&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=d5ce2fb8b5&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=107c877053&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=d806b329ca&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=50aba5659d&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=616d928792&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=b2891a1717&e=d801520914
https://cgagroup.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f96d6beb5306374d2ee2e12a&id=78ad1d8c25&e=d801520914
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 Researchers Find Doubts About COVID-19 Vaccine Among People Of Color 

 Understanding COVID-19 vaccine efficacy 

 Herd Immunity and Implications for SARS-CoV-2 Control 

 Saying human trials aren’t enough, researchers call for comparison of COVID-19 vaccines in monkeys 

 Why Covid-19’s Impact on Health Is a Long-Term Worry 

 Long-term Health Consequences of COVID-19 

 The pandemic poses risks for older doctors. Some are retiring early in response. 

 Dr. Anthony Fauci spoke about "COVID-19: Public Health and Scientific Challenges" at the virtual 2020 

American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) National Conference & Exhibition- read about it here.  

 Why people with diabetes are being hit so hard by Covid-19 

 Delaying Pregnancy during a Public Health Crisis — Examining Public Health Recommendations for Covid-

19 and Beyond 

 Nearly Two-Thirds Of U.S. Households Struck By COVID-19 Face Financial Trouble 

 Convalescent Plasma for the Treatment of COVID-19: Perspectives of the National Institutes of Health 

COVID-19 Treatment Guidelines Panel 

 How the Pandemic Transformed This Songbird’s Call 

 It’s Time to Put Children and Young People First During the Global COVID-19 Pandemic 

 COVID-19 data on Native Americans is ‘a national disgrace.’ This scientist is fighting to be counted 

 Reimagining Nursing Homes in the Wake of COVID-19 

 Advances In ICU Care Are Saving More Patients Who Have COVID-19 

 Structural Racism, Social Risk Factors, and Covid-19 — A Dangerous Convergence for Black Americans 

 Transmission of SARS-CoV-2: A Review of Viral, Host, and Environmental Factors 

 Covid-19: Do many people have pre-existing immunity? 

 Disinfection dangers: How to avoid viruses without exposing yourself to toxics 

 The AstraZeneca/Oxford University Phase 3 COVID-19 Vaccine Trial – Why Was It Paused? 

 Assessing a novel, lab-free, point-of-care test for SARS-CoV-2 (CovidNudge): a diagnostic accuracy study 

 Urban Hospitals of Last Resort Cling to Life in Time of COVID 

 Some Urban Hospitals Face Closure Or Cutbacks As The Pandemic Adds To Fiscal Woes 

 As COVID-19 Vaccine Trials Move At Warp Speed, Recruiting Black Volunteers Takes Time 

 How a new way of parsing COVID-19 data began to show the breadth of health gaps between Blacks 

and whites 

 Emergence of Kawasaki disease related to SARS-CoV-2 infection in an epicentre of the French COVID-19 

epidemic: a time-series analysis 

 Potential COVID-19 drug azithromycin may increase risk for cardiac events 

 SARS-CoV-2 Viral Load Predicts Mortality in Patients with and Without Cancer Who Are Hospitalized with 

COVID-19 

 Emory University Epidemiologist On The Future Of COVID-19 

 Trump officials rush to introduce untested vaccine tracking system 
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 Prolonged low-dose methylprednisolone in patients with severe COVID-19 pneumonia  

 Public trust in CDC, Fauci, and other top health officials is evaporating, poll finds 

 The Great Vaccine Race: Inside the Unprecedented Scramble to Immunize the World Against COVID-19 

 Update Alert: Epidemiology of and Risk Factors for Coronavirus Infection in Health Care Workers 

 First COVID-19 Global Forecast: IHME Projects Three-Quarters of a Million Lives Could be Saved by 

January 1 

 COVID-19 sparks 12-fold increase in remote delivery of mental health care across the US 

 Rapid isothermal amplification and portable detection system for SARS-CoV-2 

 Pandemic Vaccine Program Distribution, Tracking, and Monitoring 

 Viewpoint of a WHO Advisory Group Tasked to Consider Establishing a Closely-Monitored Challenge Model 

of COVID-19 in Healthy Volunteers  

 CDC director attempts to clarify controversial Covid-19 testing guidelines 

 Internet Searches for Acute Anxiety During the Early Stages of the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 How COVID-19 Could Aggravate the Homelessness Crisis? 

 From Resolve to Save Lives- Promoting mask-wearing during the COVID-19 pandemic: A 

POLICYMAKER’S GUIDE 

 Long-Haulers Are Redefining COVID-19 

 MMWR Weekly COVID-19 Briefing is a weekly podcast to update readers on the latest scientific information 

from CDC’s COVID-19 response. In each episode, MMWR’s Editor-in-Chief, Dr. Charlotte Kent provides an 

overview of the latest scientific information published in MMWR. New episodes are posted every Monday. 

Listen to episodes here.  

 Listen to the Kaiser Health News podcast ‘What The Health?’: ‘Open The Schools, Close The Bars’ 

 Covid-19 vaccine research must involve Black and Latinx participants. Here are 4 ways to make that happen 

 Vaccine Access and Hesitancy: The Public Health Importance of Vaccines 

 Johns Hopkins data capture. 

 Other tracking data here. 

Common Acronyms 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), World Health Organization (WHO), National Institutes of Health 
(NIH), Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), Department of 
Defense (DoD), Department of Homeland Security (DHS), U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Central Command 
(CENTCOM), Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS), Transportation Security Administration (TSA), Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), Assistant Secretary for 
Preparedness and Response (ASPR), Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA), U.S. 
Trade Representative (USTR), Childrens Health Insurance Program (CHIP), Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP), Emergency Use Authorization (EUA), Executive Order (EO), Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report 
(MMWR), New England Journal of Medicine (NEJM 
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From NYT's vaccine tracker. 11.9.20  

 

 

 

Cumulative totals of COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations, recovered, and deaths within the DoD. 

Source: https://www.defense.gov/explore/spotlight/coronavirus/   
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WHO, 11.6.20.   

 



 

 

(Updated 11.9.20 from CDC's platform.) 

For more information, visit CDC’s Novel Coronavirus 2019 website or the WHO's dashboard.  
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COVID-19 Legislative Update 

November 10, 2020 

 

 

Federal Legislation  

Supplemental IV 

Timeline/Process/Politics: Last week, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, the head Republican 

negotiator going forward, said that he thinks Congress should pass a COVID relief package before 

the end of the year. It is unclear whether there’s a deal to strike though, as both sides are 

lining up farther apart than they were before the election. There have 

been reports of McConnell moving to advance the Republican skinny bill that failed in the Senate in 

late October. Last week, Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi noted that the outcome of the 

election does not change Democrats’ position and that the bill put forward by Republicans does 

not appeal to her at all. The White House, on the other hand, has indicated that the President is no 

longer willing to sign off on a bill with a topline as high as what Pelosi and 

Mnuchin had been discussing.   

As the Senate remains undecided and the Trump campaign has filed lawsuits in multiple states 

contesting the vote count, the situation remains fluid. The Biden transition team has 

already begun discussing what it would like to see happen with a potential lame duck COVID 

package. If Speaker Pelosi maintains her position and a deal doesn’t come together, the transition 

team has indicated they would want vaccine funding tacked on to the end of year omnibus bill. The 

Biden transition team hopes to see as much COVID support as possible passed before Biden takes 

office, though not necessarily labeled as COIVD relief. The two Georgia Senate runoff races will 

also play a part in the negotiation dynamics, depending on how voters are perceived to react to 

action (or inaction) on COVID relief.   

Policy: While McConnell seems to be starting with the Republican skinny bill, Speaker Pelosi will 

likely point to Heroes 2 as the Democratic starting point. Summaries of both below. Industry-

specific relief has continued to be under discussion, with relief for airlines/airports, restaurants, 

and live entertainment venues the three most likely to be seriously considered for a package.   
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HEROES 2: Democrats released an updated coronavirus package, HEROES 2. Text here. One-

pager here. Section-by-section summary is here. Additional information on the state and local relief 

provisions is here. Highlights include:  

 $436 billion for state, local, territorial and tribal governments aid ($238 billion to states, $179 

billion for local governments, $9.5 billion to tribal governments, and $9.5 billion to territorial 

governments).   

 $225 billion for education, including $182 billion for grades K-12 and $39 billion for colleges 

and universities.  

 $600/week for unemployment insurance through January.   

 A second round of PPP.  

 $249 billion for HHS, including   

o $9.2 billion for HRSA,  

o $13.7 billion for CDC,  

o $4.7 billion for NIH,  

o $8.5 billion for SAMHSA,  

o $21 billion for BARDA,  

o $125 billion for provider relief fund.   

o $2.3 billion for the Indian Health Service.   

 A second round of direct payments ($1,200 for adults and $500 for dependents).  

 $120 billion for a restaurant stabilization fund.  

 $28 billion in airline payroll support.  

 Expanding the employee retention tax credit.  

 $57 billion to support childcare.  

 $4.5 billion for LIHEAP.  

 $1.7 billion for Head Start.  

 $50 billion for rental assistance.   

 $10 billion for SNAP and a 15 percent increase to maximum SNAP benefit.  

 $10 billion for Postal Service.   

 $3.6 billion for election grants to states.   

 $12 billion for broadband, including $200 million for telemedicine and $24 for broadband 

mapping.  

Republican Skinny Bill: Text here. Summary here. The bill clocks in at $300 billion, after offsets. 

There were many similarities between the bill and the one Republicans released mid-August.  See 

below for the highlights.   
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 Offsets from $204 billion from funding allocated to Federal Reserve programs in CARES, 

sets the 13(3) facilities to expire in January, rescinds $146 billion in unspent small business 

funding from CARES Act.   

 Liability protections for businesses and healthcare providers;  

 $300 per week in enhanced unemployment insurance through the end of the year;  

 Small Business policies including:   

o Allows small businesses to take out a second Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) 

loan if they have revenue loss of 35 percent or more (HEALS set the threshold at 50 

percent or more);  

o Provides $257.7 billion for PPP, which includes $100 billion in unused funds;  

o Simplification of the loan process (Sen. Cramer’s Paycheck Protection Small 

Business Forgiveness Act);  

o Additional reporting required for businesses receiving loan forgiveness;  

o Funding for audits.  

 $10 billion for the U.S. Postal Service – the bill would convert a $10 billion loan to the USPS 

into a grant if the USPS falls below $8 billion in cash on hand.  

 Education policies including:   

o Funding for scholarship-granting organizations for expenses like private school 

tuition and home-schooling expenses; Also, provides tax credits for two years 

dedicated for scholarship granting organizations (School Choice Now Act);  

o Allow students to use 529 plan funds for relevant expenses for two years (Student 

Empowerment Act);  

 Childcare program included in HEALS (see here for HEALS education text)  

 Health policies and funding, including:   

o Pandemic preparedness program (supply chain, SNS) in HEALS (see here for 

HEALS education text)  

o Extends when states/local/tribal governments must spend CARES Act funding until 

September 30, 2021 (extended from December 31, 2020).   

 Increases tax incentives for charity from $300 above-the-line deduction (as implemented in 

the CARES Act) to $600 for individuals and $1,200 for those filing a joint return.   

 Appropriations title, including:   

o $105 billion for Education Stabilization Fund (66 percent for K-12 and 29 percent for 

higher education and 5 percent to governors to use for either higher education or K-

12);  

o $16 billion for testing/contact tracing;   
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o $31 billion for vaccine and treatment development and distribution (the mid-August 

skinny bill allocated $29 billion for these purposes);  

o $20 billion for farm assistance,  

o $500 million for fisheries, and  

o $15 billion for child care ($5 billion for Child Care Development Block Grant and $10 

billion for the program authorized above “Back to Work Child Care Grants”).  

Passed Legislation 

Moving forward, this section will only include new information and guidance. For past information 

and guidance and passed legislation, please refer to the archives. For a summary of all 

supplementals, please see here.  

New Implementation Information and Guidance  

 10/30 – The Federal Reserve released an updated FAQ on the Municipal Lending Facility 

program, which lowered the minimum loan size from $250,000 to $100,000. Press release 

and more information here.   

 10/30 – The Small Business Administration released an updated forgiveness factsheet. 

Factsheet here.  

Members of Congress in Quarantine or Treatment (new additions in bold)  
Tested Positive (0):   
Currently Self-Quarantined (0):   
Recovered (23): Sen. Rand Paul (R-KY), Rep. Joe Cunningham (D-SC), Rep. Ben McAdams (D-
UT), Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL), Rep. Mike Kelly (R-PA), Rep. Nydia Velazquez (D-NY), Rep. 
Neal Dunn (R-FL), Rep. Tom Rice (R-SC), Rep. Morgan Griffith (R-VA), Rep. Louie Gohmert (R-TX), 
Rep. Raúl Grijalva (D-AZ), Rep. Rodney Davis (R-IL), Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-LA), 
Rep. Jenniffer Gonzalez-Colon (R-Puerto Rico at large), Rep. Dan Meuser (R-PA), Rep. Jahana 
Hayes (D-CT), Sen. Mike Lee (R-UT), Sen. Thom Tillis (R-NC), Sen. Ron Johnson (R-
WI), Rep. Salud Carbajal (D-CA), Rep. Mike Bost (R-IL), Rep. Bill Huizenga (R-MI), Rep. Drew 
Ferguson (R-GA)  
Completed Quarantine (47): Rep. Mark Meadows (R-NC)*, Sen. Lindsay Graham (R-SC), Rep. Don 
Beyer (D-VA), Rep. Sharice Davids (D-KS), Rep. Doug Collins (R-GA), Rep. Paul Gosar (R-AZ), 
Sen. Cory Gardner (R-CO), Sen. Rick Scott (R-FL), Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-FL), Rep. Jason Crow (D-
CO), Rep. Julia Brownley (D-CA), Rep. Ben Ray Luján (D-NM), Rep. Gwen Moore (D-WI), Rep. 
Stephanie Murphy (D-FL), Rep. John Yarmuth (D-KY), Rep. Adam Schiff (D-CA), Rep. Vincente 
Gonzalez (D-TX), Rep. David Schweikert (R-AZ), Rep. Anthony Brindisi (D-NY), Rep. David Price 
(D-NC), Rep. Ann Wagner (R-MO), Rep. Kathleen Rice (D-NY), Rep. Matt Cartwright (D-PA), Rep. 
Tom Cole (R-OK), Rep. Steve Scalise (R-LA), Rep. Frederica Wilson (D-FL), Rep. Andy Kim (D-NJ), 
Rep. Kendra Horn (D-OK), Sen. Mitt Romney (R-UT), Rep. Katie Porter (D-CA), Rep. Seth Moulton 
(D-MA), Rep. Lizzie Fletcher (D-TX), Rep. Josh Gottheimer (D-NJ), Rep. Ayanna Pressley (D-MA), 
Rep. Mikie Sherrill (D-NJ), Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-TN), Rep. Randy Weber (R-TX), Rep. Kay 
Granger (R-TX), Rep. Jody Hice (R-GA), Rep. Guy Reschenthaler (R-PA), Sen. Shelley Moore 
Capito (R-WV), Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester (D-DE), Sen. Ben Sasse (R-NE), Sen. James Lankford 
(R-OK), Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX), Rep. Mike Johnson (R-LA), Sen. Kamala Harris (D-CA) 
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*Mark Meadows quarantined March 9 - 12 after coming in contact with a CPAC attendee who tested 
positive. On March 20, he resigned from his position in the House to become the White House Chief 
of Staff.  
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