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Iowa 
At 10 a.m. Thursday, the state was reporting 1,594 COVID-19-related deaths, an increase of 
15 deaths since the state's tally at 10 a.m. Wednesday, according to the 
state's Coronavirus.Iowa.gov website.  The state was reporting at 10 a.m. Thursday that there are 
110,974 confirmed cases of coronavirus, an increase of 1,401 since 10 a.m. Wednesday. According to 
the state's website, there were 143 confirmed cases Wednesday. Of the people who have tested 
positive, 85,599 have recovered, according to the state. The total number of people tested is 918,078.  
 
On Thursday, the state was reporting 530 hospitalizations, down from 534 on Wednesday. In the past 24 
hours, 85 patients have been admitted. Also, there are 134 patients in the ICU, down from 135 on 
Wednesday. On Thursday, the state was reporting 12.1% positive since the pandemic started. Iowa's 14-
day average was 9.7% positive, according to the state. These were the Iowa counties that had 14-day 
averages above 15%: 
Harrison (22.3%); 
Cass (21.0%); 
Delaware (20.7%); 
Sioux (20.3%); 
Monroe (20.3%); 
Plymouth (19.8%); 
Osceola (19.0%); 
Carroll (17.5%); 
Taylor (16.5%); 
Winnebago (16.4%); 
O'Brien (16.1%); 
Humboldt (15.4%); 
Lyon (15.2%); 
Crawford (15.0%). 
 
Gov. Kim Reynolds has ordered that at least 50% of instruction at Iowa schools must be held in person. 
For K-12 schools to be considered for a state waiver allowing for online-only instruction, districts must 



have an 10% absentee rate and the county they are located in must have a 14-day coronavirus average 
of at least 15%. 

Washington, D.C. 

 Veklury (remdesivir) is officially the first treatment for COVID-19 to receive FDA approval. The 

FDA approved the drug for use in adult and pediatric patients 12 years of age and older for the 

treatment of COVID-19 requiring hospitalization. Veklury should only be administered in a 

hospital or in a healthcare setting capable of providing acute care comparable to inpatient 

hospital care.  

 The NIH launched an adaptive Phase 3 clinical trial to evaluate the safety and efficacy of three 

immune modulator drugs in hospitalized adults with COVID-19. The clinical trial aims to 

determine if modulating the excessive protein immune response, which leads to acute 

respiratory distress syndrome, can reduce the need for ventilators and shorten hospital stays. 

The trial, known as ACTIV-1 Immune Modulators (IM), will determine if the therapeutics are able 

to restore balance to an overactive immune system. 

 In a new NIH Director's Blog, Dr. Francis Collins explores data showing that COVID-19 

survivors continue to produce protective antibodies against key parts of the virus for at least 

three to four months after developing their first symptoms. 

 The FDA issued a Consumer Update entitled, Advisory Committees Give FDA Critical Advice and 

the Public a Voice. It describes how the FDA relies on its many advisory committees to help it 

make sound decisions based on the best science available. 

 In a new “FDA Voices”, entitled the FDA’s Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory 

Committee and its Role in Advising the Agency on COVID-19 Vaccines, Peter Marks, M.D., Ph.D., 

highlights the value of transparency. Dr. Marks states that facilitating the development of safe 

and effective COVID-19 vaccines is a high priority for the FDA, and that the FDA recognizes that 

being transparent about the data the agency will evaluate in support of the safety and 

effectiveness of these vaccines, and discussing this data with the members of the Vaccines and 

Related Biological Products Advisory Committee (VRBPAC), in a public forum is critical to 

building trust and confidence in their use by the public. 

 The Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research’s (CBER) and VRBPAC met today in open 

session to discuss, in general, the development, authorization and/or licensure of vaccines to 

prevent COVID-19. You can view the meeting video here. Vaccine experts from academia, 



industry, nonprofits and government agencies peppered agency officials with a range of 

questions about its guidelines for approving a coronavirus vaccine. 

 The FDA posted a new “FDA Insight” podcast featuring Deputy Commissioner Dr. Anand Shah, 

and Dr. Peter Marks, the Director of FDA's Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research, 

discussing the upcoming Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee meeting 

on Oct. 22. 

 The White House coronavirus task force sent a report to state health officials which classified 31 

states in the “red zone,” as the states’ number of new cases eclipsed 100 reported infections per 

100,000 people the previous week. The top states, including the Dakotas, Montana and 

Wisconsin, were mostly in the Midwest, while other flagged states were in the South, such as 

Mississippi, Tennessee and Alabama. 

 The CDC has published and updated a significant number of COVID-19 materials and resources 

on their dashboard. To point to just a few:  

o Screening K-12 Students for Symptoms of COVID-19: Limitations and Considerations 

o Wear Face Masks on Public Transportation Conveyances and at Transportation Hubs 

o Personal and Social Activities 

 OWS chief Moncef Slaoui said in interview that he expects the U.S. trials of vaccines made by 

AstraZeneca and Johnson & Johnson to resume as soon as this week, but added that the FDA 

will make an official announcement. 

 The HHS Office of the ASPR Technical Resources, Assistance Center, and Information Exchange 

(TRACIE), in collaboration with ASPR’s Pediatric Centers of Excellence are collaborating on a 

webinar series focused on how the COVID-19 pandemic may affect children. Topics will include 

impacts on child health and wellness, child emotional and social effects, the impact of COVID-19 

on children with special healthcare needs, and how secondary/other disasters may affect 

children during the pandemic. 

 OSHA has published a set of FAQ on how N95 respirators effectively protect wearers from 

coronavirus exposure. 

Updates from the States 

 Out of the cases under investigation detected by U.S. surveillance, there are 8,312,667 total 

cases and 221,438 deaths The CDC data closes out the day before reporting. 

 The death toll across the U.S. yesterday – 1,170 people – was the highest in more than a month. 



 Over the last five and a half weeks, new cases across the nation have surged by more than 72 

percent. Over the past two weeks, 42 states have seen hospitalizations increase by more than 

five percent. 

 Forty-one U.S. states and territories are in an upward trajectory of new infections, while six 

jurisdictions are at a plateau and seven others are in a downward trend. 

 With the U.S. case count and hospitalization rates approaching a third peak, none of the 

country’s biggest hotspots are currently in a large city. Almost all the counties with the largest 

outbreaks have populations under 50,000, and most have populations under 10,000. Nearly all 

are in the Midwest or the Mountain West. 

 In Utah, hospitals are overwhelmed and Gov. Gary Herbert (R) is warning that they are 

experiencing unsustainable stress.   

 North Dakota, which has emerged as one of the nation’s worst coronavirus hot spots, is too 

overwhelmed to do its own contact tracing and is asking patients to do their own. Because of 

the recent surge, people who test positive for COVID-19 have been waiting an average of three 

days to learn their results, the North Dakota Department of Health and Gov. Doug Burgum (R) 

said Tuesday. 

 After reporting more than 16,000 coronavirus-related deaths, the Florida Department of Health 

said yesterday that the fatality data is confusing and warrants a more rigorous review. State 

officials implied they have overcounted coronavirus-related deaths, citing examples from earlier 

this week in which fatalities were counted even as months had passed between individuals’ 

positive tests and their deaths. 

 Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker (D) announced COVID-19 resurgence mitigations will be implemented in 

in Region 5 (Southern Illinois) beginning Thursday and in Region 7 (Will and Kankakee counties) 

and 8 (Kane and DuPage counties), beginning Friday. 

 New Mexico Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham (D) announced that, effective Friday, if a business 

records four rapid responses in a 14-day period, the business must close for two weeks. The rule 

applies to food and drink establishments, retail establishments, places of lodging, and close-

contact businesses. Also, all retail spaces are to close by 10 PM every night. State-operated 

museums and historical sites will also close. 

 Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb (R) emphasized the need to continue taking precautions to stop the 

spread of COVID-19. As the state focuses on containing outbreaks in nursing homes, Holcomb 

said the state will use National Guard troops to work with staff members to help  screen 



employees and administer tests. Indiana continues to see record numbers of coronavirus cases 

and hospitalizations. 

 Kentucky has begun preparing for a surge in coronavirus cases should hospitals reach capacity 

this fall and winter, Gov. Andy Beshear (D) announced Tuesday. The state is planning for the 

potential use of hotels and state parks and ensuring its field hospital is ready to go as case 

counts continue to rise. 

 As cases rise in Chicago, Mayor Lori Lightfoot announced a string of new rules Thursday, 

including requiring nonessential businesses to close from 10 PM to 6 AM. 

 Just three days after classrooms reopened for in-person learning, teachers in the Houston 

Independent School District, the seventh-largest public school system in the nation, staged a 

“sickout” to protest what they view as insufficient COVID-19 safety procedures. 

 Boston halted in-person schooling for students who had returned after the city’s test positivity 

rate climbed above five percent. 

 Washington Gov. Jay Inslee (D) issued a proclamation Thursday establishing safety guidelines for 

higher education institutions and living facilities. 

 Colorado Gov. Jared Polis (D) extended an EO allowing voluntary or elective surgeries and 

procedures to proceed under certain conditions. 

 Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee (R) on Tuesday doubled down on opposing a statewide mask mandate 

and instead launching a new ad campaign emphasizing Tennesseans' "choices" about wearing 

facial coverings and encouraging county officials to impose their own mandatory mask orders in 

areas where infections are surging. 

 Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly (D) said she is reviewing her options for implementing a statewide mask 

mandate,. Gov. Kelly plans to hold a conversation with legislature leadership on creating a 

bipartisan mask requirement. 

 Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan (R) on Thursday called for all 24 jurisdictions in Maryland to move to 

the third phase of the state’s coronavirus recovery plan 

 California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) named a group of nationally acclaimed California physician-

scientists with expertise in immunization and public health to the state’s COVID-19 Scientific 

Safety Review Workgroup that will independently review the safety and efficacy of any vaccine 

that receives FDA approval for distribution. 

 Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam (D) signed eight laws to support the state’s COVID-19 response and 

recovery efforts. The new laws establish a formal program for the purchase and distribution of 



PPE during public health emergencies, require school boards to publicly post their COVID-19 

mitigation plans, and require the Board of Health to establish safety protocols for nursing home, 

hospice, and nursing facility visits. 

 Connecticut, New Jersey, And New York’s regional travel advisory was updated: Arizona and 

Maryland have been added to the list of impacted locations, and no states or territories were 

removed from the list this week. 

 Alabama Lt. Gov. Will Ainsworth (R) announced Wednesday he’s tested positive for COVID-19.  

 Puerto Rico’s two 911 emergency call centers were shut down Wednesday night after two 

employees tested positive for COVID-19. 

 Useful state data:  

o Use Johns Hopkins University’s COVID-19 U.S. map as a resource for media, 

policymakers, and communities to view a collection of critical public health data in one 

online destination and better understand and track the COVID-19 pandemic in 

populations both large and small across the country. 

o NASHP has developed a COVID-19 State Action Center which serves as a state-level 

policy dashboard. Governing is also keeping a running tally of coronavirus news and 

impacts at the intersection of the health and economic crises in the states and localities. 

o This site from the Kaiser Family Foundation provides state-level information on 

cases/deaths, social distancing measures, health policy actions, and more. 

o This series of maps shows how states are responding to COVID-19, and this tracker, 

created and maintained by MultiState Associates, has an up-to-date list of executive 

orders and various travel restrictions. 

Military/Defense 

 On Wednesday, U.S. Ambassador to NATO Kay Bailey Hutchinson said that COVID-19 is not 

affecting NATO's military readiness.   

 The DoD awarded a $6.98 million contract to Teel Plastics for COVID-19 test swabs, increasing 

Teel Plastics' production capability to 50 million per month for each swab stick type by March 

2021. 

 HASC Chairman Adam Smith (D-CA) told reporters Wednesday that Democratic lawmakers 

remain opposed to giving the DoD more money to help the industrial basing, stating that they 

"remain concerned that COVID relief money isn't getting to the right people." 



 New Mexico Military Institute is under quarantine until Oct. 29 after 63 employees and cadets 

tested positive for COVID-19. 

 Seven more service members with U.S. Forces Korea have tested positive for COVID-19, bringing 

the total to over a dozen USFK service members infected this month. 

 Six Coast Guard Academy football players are in isolation on campus after testing positive for 

COVID-19. 

International Affairs 

 Here is the most recent (10/20) edition of the WHO's Weekly Epidemiological Update. 

 As parts of Europe have been hit with a second wave of COVID-19 in recent weeks, hospitals are 

scrambling to prepare for an onrush of patients at a time when bed and intensive care capacity 

will already be under strain during the winter flu season. 

 New Zealand reported just two new cases of the virus on Thursday, a day after recording its 

highest number of new COVID-19 cases in a single day for more than six months – most of them 

diagnosed in border quarantine facilities. 

 Russian president Vladimir Putin said he is not planning to impose any blanket restrictions to 

contain the COVID-19 pandemic, even as the country reported a record new daily death toll. 

 Ireland is set to become the first country in Europe to impose a second national lockdown as 

cases of COVID-19 surge once again. 

 Slovakia will impose a partial lockdown from Saturday to Nov. 1 to curb the spread of 

coronavirus infections. 

 Portugal imposed a partial lockdown on three northern municipalities to contain a surge in 

COVID-19 cases. 

 Italy’s Lazio region, including Rome, is set to introduce a curfew on Friday from midnight to 5 

AM to try to curb its surging COVID-19 infections. 

 France will extend its nightly curfew to cover a total of 46 million people, more than two-thirds 

of its population. Thirty-eight additional areas in France, as well as French Polynesia, will be 

affected by the change, which takes effect Saturday. 

 Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis of Greece announced new rules to curb a spike in cases, 

including making face masks mandatory in public throughout the country and a 12:30 AM 

curfew in hot spots. 



 Spanish Health Minster Salvador Illa is not succeeding at controlling the spread of the virus and 

will need to take more drastic measures to stop it. His warning came hours after Spain became 

the first Western European nation to report more than 1 million cases, amid record-breaking 

numbers of infections in other parts of Europe. 

 The Australian state of Victoria will use drones and helicopters to enforce lockdown restrictions 

during massive sports events this weekend. 

 Ethiopia can now jail people for up to two years if they deliberately violate restrictions aimed at 

curbing the spread of COVID-19. 

 To help stop the spread of false information about the pandemic, Wikipedia and the WHO 

announced a collaboration in which the health agency will grant the online encyclopedia free 

use of its published information, graphics, and videos. 

 The E.U. said that it would extend a ban on nonessential travel by visitors from Canada, 

removing it from a short list of safe countries. Travelers from the U.S. will continue to be 

banned, and the refreshed list also removed Tunisia and Georgia from the safe countries. 

 The Canadian government and the province of Alberta are launching a pilot program to test 

eligible returning travelers for COVID-19, allowing them to leave quarantine once they receive a 

negative result. 

 Germany issued travel warnings for popular ski regions in Austria, Italy, and Switzerland, as new 

infection numbers rose above 10,000 a day for the first time. 

 The foreign minister of Belgium, Sophie Wilmes, was admitted to an intensive care unit after 

testing positive for COVID-19. 

 German health minister Jens Spahn tested positive for COVID-19. 

 Tokyo Olympic officials want the world to know they are working on measures to combat the 

COVID-19 pandemic at next year's games, even if they don't know exactly what they will be. 

 Global Cases: 41,104,946               Total Deaths: 1,128,325 

Lifestyle, Science, and Economy 

 The COVID-19 pandemic has led to about 299,000 more deaths in the U.S. than would be 

expected in a typical year, two-thirds of them from covid-19 and the rest from other causes 

according to a CDC report.  

 Results from a recent survey show that more than 60 percent of U.S. K-12 public school students 

will be attending schools that offer in-person learning at least a few days a week by early 



November. By Election Day, 37.8 percent of students will be attending schools that only offer 

virtual learning, 35.7 percent of students will be attending schools offering traditional, in-person 

learning every day, and 26.5 percent will be attending schools that offer a hybrid schedule of 

two or three in-person days per week. 

 CDC's MMWR released a handful of new reports:  

o COVID-19 in a Correctional Facility Employee Following Multiple Brief Exposures to 

Persons with COVID-19 — Vermont, July–August 2020 

o Mitigating a COVID-19 Outbreak Among Major League Baseball Players — United States, 

2020 

o First 100 Persons with COVID-19 — Zambia, March 18–April 28, 2020 

o Rapid Adaptation of HIV Treatment Programs in Response to COVID-19 — Namibia, 

2020 

o Risk for In-Hospital Complications Associated with COVID-19 and Influenza — Veterans 

Health Administration, United States, October 1, 2018–May 31, 2020 

o Race, Ethnicity, and Age Trends in Persons Who Died from COVID-19 — United States, 

May–August 2020 

 Yesterday, health officials in Michigan issued a stay-in-place order for undergraduate students at 

the University of Michigan, who make up 60 percent of local cases. The public health directive 

does not apply to varsity student athletes, who are exempt and allowed to take part in practices 

and competitions. 

 Only two-thirds of Americans were working for the same employer in September as they were in 

February, with the rest either landing new jobs or unemployed, according to the Real-Time 

Population Survey. 

 An estimated 1 in 6 children – or 356 million globally – lived in extreme poverty before the 

pandemic. Now, however, that number is set to get even worse. UNICEF and the World Bank 

Group warn that any progress made in recent years is concerningly slow-paced, unequally 

distributed, and at risk due to the economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 Following the release of the report, The World’s Women: Trends and Statistics, A U.N. official 

said this week that the COVID-19 pandemic is “interrupting efforts” to achieve gender equality 

and threatening to “reverse hard-won gains” over the past decades.  



 Citing concerns for “the health and safety” of athletes, coaches and staff during the coronavirus 

pandemic, USA Wrestling will not compete in the world championships in December in 

Belgrade, Serbia. 

 Berlin has canceled one of its most popular Christmas markets, which normally attracts almost a 

million visitors each year. 

 Do you have questions about vaccines? Try this article.  

 The WHO keeps a running list of COVID-19 vaccine candidates, which you can view here. STAT 

News also has a resource tracking COVID-19 drugs and vaccines. The New York Times has a very 

helpful vaccine tracker as well, which you can view here.  

 The Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security has an extensive list of commercial and lab-

developed tests.  

 Continue to look at the NIH Office of Portfolio Analysis’s (OPA) expert-curated portfolio of 

COVID-19 publications and preprints. The portfolio includes peer-reviewed articles from 

PubMed and preprints from medRxiv, bioRxiv, ChemRxiv, and arXiv. It is updated daily with the 

latest available data and enables users to explore and analyze the rapidly growing set of 

advances in COVID-19 research. 

Helpful Articles/Media 

 Researchers Find Doubts About COVID-19 Vaccine Among People Of Color 

 Understanding COVID-19 vaccine efficacy 

 Here is the most recent COVIDView from CDC, a weekly summary and interpretation of key 

indicators that have been adapted to track the COVID-19 pandemic in the U.S. 

 And here is the most recent COVID-19 Science Update from the CDC.  

 Herd Immunity and Implications for SARS-CoV-2 Control 

 Update Alert 5: Epidemiology of and Risk Factors for Coronavirus Infection in Health Care 

Workers 

 What's Coming This Winter? Here's How Many More Could Die In The Pandemic 

 Excess Deaths and the Great Pandemic of 2020 

 Found: genes that sway the course of the coronavirus 

 COVID-19 Contact Tracing Workforce Barely 'Inching Up' As Cases Surge 

 Cardiac Arrhythmias in Patients with COVID-19: A Systematic review and Meta-analysis 

 There are multiple new releases in CDC's MMWR:  



o Characteristics Associated with Adults Remembering to Wash Hands in Multiple 

Situations Before and During the COVID-19 Pandemic — United States, October 2019 

and June 2020 

o Trends in COVID-19 Incidence After Implementation of Mitigation Measures — Arizona, 

January 22–August 7, 2020 

o Adolescent with COVID-19 as the Source of an Outbreak at a 3-Week Family Gathering 

— Four States, June–July 2020 

o Case Series of Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Adults Associated with SARS-CoV-

2 Infection — United Kingdom and United States, March–August 2020 

 When Should Asymptomatic Persons Be Tested for COVID-19? 

 Why Covid-19 Isn’t Just A Bad Version Of The Flu 

 Saying human trials aren’t enough, researchers call for comparison of COVID-19 vaccines in 

monkeys 

 Why Covid-19’s Impact on Health Is a Long-Term Worry 

 Long-term Health Consequences of COVID-19 

 The pandemic poses risks for older doctors. Some are retiring early in response. 

 Dr. Anthony Fauci spoke about "COVID-19: Public Health and Scientific Challenges" at the virtual 

2020 American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) National Conference & Exhibition- read about 

it here.  

 Why people with diabetes are being hit so hard by Covid-19 

 Delaying Pregnancy during a Public Health Crisis — Examining Public Health Recommendations 

for Covid-19 and Beyond 

 We Need One Million More Volunteers for the COVID-19 Vaccine Trials 

 How will COVID-19 change global development? 5 experts weigh in 

 Read the CDC's September 25 Science Update here. As a reminder, the Science Update series 

provides brief summaries of new COVID-19-related studies on many topics, including 

epidemiology, clinical treatment and management, laboratory science, and modeling. 

 Nearly Two-Thirds Of U.S. Households Struck By COVID-19 Face Financial Trouble 

 Convalescent Plasma for the Treatment of COVID-19: Perspectives of the National Institutes of 

Health COVID-19 Treatment Guidelines Panel 

 How the Pandemic Transformed This Songbird’s Call 

 It’s Time to Put Children and Young People First During the Global COVID-19 Pandemic 



 COVID-19 data on Native Americans is ‘a national disgrace.’ This scientist is fighting to be 

counted 

 Reimagining Nursing Homes in the Wake of COVID-19 

 Advances In ICU Care Are Saving More Patients Who Have COVID-19 

 Structural Racism, Social Risk Factors, and Covid-19 — A Dangerous Convergence for Black 

Americans 

 Transmission of SARS-CoV-2: A Review of Viral, Host, and Environmental Factors 

 Covid-19: Do many people have pre-existing immunity? 

 Disinfection dangers: How to avoid viruses without exposing yourself to toxics 

 The AstraZeneca/Oxford University Phase 3 COVID-19 Vaccine Trial – Why Was It Paused? 

 Assessing a novel, lab-free, point-of-care test for SARS-CoV-2 (CovidNudge): a diagnostic 

accuracy study 

 Urban Hospitals of Last Resort Cling to Life in Time of COVID 

 Some Urban Hospitals Face Closure Or Cutbacks As The Pandemic Adds To Fiscal Woes 

 As COVID-19 Vaccine Trials Move At Warp Speed, Recruiting Black Volunteers Takes Time 

 How a new way of parsing COVID-19 data began to show the breadth of health gaps between 

Blacks and whites 

 Emergence of Kawasaki disease related to SARS-CoV-2 infection in an epicentre of the French 

COVID-19 epidemic: a time-series analysis 

 Potential COVID-19 drug azithromycin may increase risk for cardiac events 

 SARS-CoV-2 Viral Load Predicts Mortality in Patients with and Without Cancer Who Are 

Hospitalized with COVID-19 

 Emory University Epidemiologist On The Future Of COVID-19 

 Trump officials rush to introduce untested vaccine tracking system 

 Prolonged low-dose methylprednisolone in patients with severe COVID-19 pneumonia  

 Public trust in CDC, Fauci, and other top health officials is evaporating, poll finds 

 The Great Vaccine Race: Inside the Unprecedented Scramble to Immunize the World Against 

COVID-19 

 Update Alert: Epidemiology of and Risk Factors for Coronavirus Infection in Health Care Workers 

 First COVID-19 Global Forecast: IHME Projects Three-Quarters of a Million Lives Could be Saved 

by January 1 

 COVID-19 sparks 12-fold increase in remote delivery of mental health care across the US 



 Rapid isothermal amplification and portable detection system for SARS-CoV-2 

 Pandemic Vaccine Program Distribution, Tracking, and Monitoring 

 Viewpoint of a WHO Advisory Group Tasked to Consider Establishing a Closely-Monitored 

Challenge Model of COVID-19 in Healthy Volunteers  

 CDC director attempts to clarify controversial Covid-19 testing guidelines 

 Internet Searches for Acute Anxiety During the Early Stages of the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 How COVID-19 Could Aggravate the Homelessness Crisis? 

 From Resolve to Save Lives- Promoting mask-wearing during the COVID-19 pandemic: A 

POLICYMAKER’S GUIDE 

 Duration of SARS-CoV-2 Infectivity: When is it Safe to Discontinue Isolation? 

 Risk for Severe COVID-19 Illness Among Teachers and Adults Living With School-Aged Children 

 Pediatric SARS-CoV-2: Clinical Presentation, Infectivity, and Immune Responses 

 Dust can spread influenza among guinea pigs, raising coronavirus questions 

 Long-Haulers Are Redefining COVID-19 

 Seven months later, what we know about Covid-19 — and the pressing questions that remain 

 For health care ‘heroes,’ death toll keeps rising 

 ‘We’re losing an entire generation of scientists.’ COVID-19’s economic toll hits Latin America 

hard 

 Viable SARS-CoV-2 in the air of a hospital room with COVID-19 patients 

 Antibody therapies could be a bridge to a coronavirus vaccine — but will the world benefit? 

 Companies test antibody drugs to treat, prevent COVID-19 

 Treatment of COVID-19 Patients with Convalescent Plasma Reveals a Signal of Significantly 

Decreased Mortality 

 Winter is coming: Why America’s window of opportunity to beat back Covid-19 is closing 

 Clinical Course and Molecular Viral Shedding Among Asymptomatic and Symptomatic Patients 

With SARS-CoV-2 Infection in a Community Treatment Center in the Republic of Korea 

 Operational Considerations for Maintaining Essential Services for and Providing Maternal, 

Newborn, and Child Healthcare in Low-Resource Countries 

 Symptom Duration and Risk Factors for Delayed Return to Usual Health Among Outpatients with 

COVID-19 in a Multistate Health Care Systems Network — United States, March–June 2020 

 MMWR Weekly COVID-19 Briefing is a weekly podcast to update readers on the latest scientific 

information from CDC’s COVID-19 response. In each episode, MMWR’s Editor-in-Chief, Dr. 



Charlotte Kent provides an overview of the latest scientific information published in MMWR. 

New episodes are posted every Monday. Listen to episodes here.  

 Infographic: Early Cases of MIS-C: Multi-System Inflammatory Syndrome in U.S. Children 

 Safe Pregnancy As COVID-19 Surges: What's Best For Mom And Baby? 

 Listen to the Kaiser Health News podcast ‘What The Health?’: ‘Open The Schools, Close The 

Bars’ 

 Update: COVID-19 Among Workers in Meat and Poultry Processing Facili es ― United States, 

April–May 2020 

 The Fullest Look Yet at the Racial Inequity of Coronavirus 

 Principal Deputy Director of the CDC, Dr. Anne Schuchat, participated in an interview with the 

Editor in Chief of JAMA. You can view it here.  

 Covid-19 vaccine research must involve Black and Latinx participants. Here are 4 ways to make 

that happen 

 Vaccine Access and Hesitancy: The Public Health Importance of Vaccines 

 Johns Hopkins data capture. 

 Other tracking data here. 

Common Acronyms 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), World Health Organization (WHO), National Institutes 
of Health (NIH), Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), 
Department of Defense (DoD), Department of Homeland Security (DHS), U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA), Central Command (CENTCOM), Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), Transportation Security Administration (TSA), Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA), Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response (ASPR), Biomedical Advanced 
Research and Development Authority (BARDA), U.S. Trade Representative (USTR), Childrens Health 
Insurance Program (CHIP), Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Emergency Use 
Authorization (EUA), Executive Order (EO), Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR), New 
England Journal of Medicine (NEJM) 
 



 

 

From NYT's vaccine tracker. 10.22.20  

 

 



 

Cumulative totals of COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations, recovered, and deaths within 

the DoD. Source: https://www.defense.gov/explore/spotlight/coronavirus/   

 

 

 

WHO, 10.20.20.   

 



 

 

(Updated 10.22.20 from CDC's platform.) 

For more information, visit CDC’s Novel Coronavirus 2019 website or the WHO's 

dashboard.  
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